NOISETTES: DAWBELL: 2012
NOISETTES: DAWBELL: 2012


[image: image196.jpg]INTERVIEW | NOISETTES

Widely acclaimed as one of the UK’s most
unconventional and daringly imaginative
contemporary bands (with a fashion following
that could rival Grace Jones!), South London-
raised twosome Noisettes - comprising
singer/songwriter/bassist Shingai Shoniwa
and guitarist/songwriter Dan Smith - this
month return with their eagerly-anticipated
third album “Contact”. Which - currently
pioneered by the retro-Sixties pop/soul
bounce of its first offshoot single “That
Girl” - for the first time sees the dynamic
duo releasing independently via their own
new label Mono-Ra-Rama.

Indeed, boasting transatlantic
songwriting hook-ups with such “name”
modern-day tunesmiths as R&B/pop
superstar Ne-Yo (the uptempo “Free” and
romantic, string-laden “Star”) and regular
will.i.am collaborator Jean Baptise (the
fizzy, pounding “Winner” and hypnotic

swayer “Never Enough”), “Contact” once
more showcases Noisettes’
intoxicating brand of eclecticism. As
elements of pop, soul, rock,
bluegrass, classical orchestration,
folk and disco all rear their
respective heads on a
consistently varied set. Whose
other diverse moods range from
the uplifting punch of “I Want You Back”
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and frothy pop/soul of “Final Call”, through to
the haunting acoustic balladry of “Travelling
Light” and the rootsy, rural lilt of the mandolin-
strummed singalong “Rag Top Car”.

Indeed, having first met in 2006 while both
were attending the BRIT School for Performing
Arts in Selhurst, Zimbabwe-rooted Shingai and
Croydon-raised Dan first played alongside each
other in a succession of colourfully-named local
live bands (Hear Me Make A Hi-Fi, Sonar Fly
and Soon We Shall Fly) before in 2003 recruiting
drummer Jamie Morrison to become the
trailblazing threesome known as Noisettes.

Immediately earning critical acclaim for
“their incendiary, feral and explosive live show”,
the trio would prestigiously go on to release
their debut album “What's The Time Mr Wolf?"
in 2007 for Motown Records in The States.
Though it was not until the 2009 release [via
Universal Music UK's Vertigo label) of their
sophomore set “Wild Young Hearts" that
Noisettes would finally hit the commercial big-
time. Its British chart success largely pioneered!
by its Top Three disco-flavoured smash “Don’t
Upset The Rhythm” plus the melodically-
enduring radio favourite “Never Forget You".
Meanwhile, the group’s fiercely-energetic
command of the stage - visually aided by the
acrobatic circus skills frontwoman Shingai
learnt in her teens - simultaneously garnered
them a fanatically enthusiastic live following,
making them celebrated festival icons at such
prestigious events as Glastonbury, Vintage At
Goodwood and V Festival, in addition to
numerous high-profile festival appearances
across mainland Europe, USA and even Africa.

... Which pretty much brings us back to today.
As, with aforementioned drummer Morrison
having departed in January 2010, the now-duo
of Dan and Shingai (whose versatile vocals have
been compared to everyone from Deborah
Harry and Kate Bush to Billie Holiday and Diana
Ross) take a break from band rehearsals at
London’s swish Westminster Bridge Park Plaza
to chat in-depth with “Blues & Soul” Assistant
Editor Pete Lewis about their new album and
releasing independently for the first time.

THE MORE INTERNATIONAL ASPECT OF
“CONTACT” COMPARED TO NOISETTES’ TWO
PREVIOUS SETS

SHINGALI: “For album Number Three we
thought it was important for us to inject
something a bit more cosmopolitan and get a
sense that this record was gonna be an album
for the whole WORLD. So, as well as it being |
think a really good example of our sort of
adventurousness in the way we approach the
craft of songwriting, it's also a really good
example of some really fruitful collaborations
that were very, very INTERNATIONAL. Because,
while it was RECORDED in Ireland, it was
actually kind of written all over the WORLD.
Like some of the lyrical inspirations go as far
back as when we did Lake of Stars
(international arts festival) in Malawi back in
2010! Plus we also this time round had some
great sessions in LA and New York with some
fabulous songwriters - as well as some
BONKERS songwriters! - which proved a really,
really great challenge for us... So yeah, by
deciding to take it more international | feel we
really have achieved a breakthrough in terms of
growing and developing from the last album,
and I'm really proud of it.”

HOW DAN AND SHINGAI FIRST MET

DAN: “Me and Shingai actually met for the first
time at The BRIT School For Performing Arts in
1996. | think she was two years below me, and
the whole experience was actually quite weird.
Because, even though | hadn't, | did actually
feel like I'd met her BEFORE! Like she
introduced herself to me saying ‘Hi! Good to
SEE you again!” and | was like "Yeah, how are
you DOING?', even though | didn't know who
she WAS! And then from there on we started
hanging OUT together. Like because there was
this band at the school called Horn - most of
them are now in The Feeling - who used to have
rehearsals where people could go in and see
them during the lunchtimes, later that same
day Shingai and | went to their REHEARSAL
together. And, though I'd never done anything
like it before, she and | ended up just getting up
and DANCING in the middle of it all! You know,
before that I'd always been just this shy kid
from Croydon - and so | think Shingai was
definitely the person who brought that OUT of
mel... Then a week later she turned up AGAIN.

“She and I could go
anywhere in music
and that there
were no barriers”

And what happened then was, I'd borrowed a
quitar from one of the guitar-stores they have
there and | was just in the foyer improvising
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something to myself, when she came and sat
next to me for a bit, didn't say anything, listened
to what | was playing - and then just started
SINGING, making the melody up as she went
ALONG! And while | know this sounds like
something I've made up, | actually remember
thinking to myself ‘Wow, that's WICKED - she
sounds like Neneh CHERRY!"... And it was
literally at that moment that I'suddenly just got
this feeling that she and | could go ANYWHERE
in music and that there were no barriers to
what we could DO together... And we've pretty
much been in bands together ever SINCE!"

HOOKING UP WITH US R&B/POP SUPERSTAR
NE-YO FOR TWO SONGS ON “CONTACT”
DAN: “Well, Ne-Yo actually reached out to US.
He basically said he was interested in doing a
WRITING session with us. But because at the
time - as | just said - there was a bit of
turbulence going on between the two of us,
Shingai actually went out and did the session
with him ALONE, and then came up with the
songs “Star” and “Free” FROM it. And what |
think was particularly interesting about the
whole thing was that, though we basically at the
time wanted to take our music a bit more
across-the-pond, as it were, to try and pick up
how people write over there so that we'd then
be able to pull that into our OWN.songs, what
happened was, when we actually brought the -
songs back to England and re-recorded them
with Jim Abiss producing, they came out
sounding completely UNLIKE Ne-Yo! Which |
think is AMAZING!... So yeah, because they
ended up sounding such fragile and sort of
vulnerable songs, | do think that people will be
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really surprised to find who Shingai actually
WROTE them with!”

HOW NOISETTES FEEL ABOUT “CONTACT”
BEING THEIR FIRST INDEPENDENTLY-
RELEASED ALBUM (THROUGH THEIR OWN
NEW LABEL MONO-RA-RAMA)

SHINGAI: “Well, | just think that when you're in
the major-label system there are lot of things
that can prohibit your creativity. It's like you feel
like you're on a conveyor-belt sometimes and it
feels like there’s such a wall between yourself
and actually reaching the FANS. So it's really,
really nice to have that wall kind of broken-
down a bit now but to still at the same time
have the power and the plan to enable you to
make the record in the way you envisage it from
its inception. And in terms of the label-name,
Mono-Ra-Rama is actually a Shona word from
Zimbabwe which basically means ‘We’'ll get
there in one piece’ or ‘We'll arrive’. Which, with
it kinda feeling to us like the sky’s the limit right
now, is actually quite symbolic.”

The album “Contact” and the single “That Girl”
are out now, both through Mono-Ra-Rama

Excerpts from this interview with the
Noisettes can be read in B&S , including; The
band feeling on the international nature of
“"Contact”, The personal element to the band’s
lyrics on their latest album and the impact
soul, blues and jazz have made on their music.
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lwent to see the Noisettes
perform and was struck by
Shingai, the singer. She was
like a cross between Betty
Boo and Grace Jones, and
sounded even better.
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A FLAMING Stonehenge, a ‘river of
‘music’ and unlikely allies ranging
from Damon Albarn to Yoko Ono,
Damien Hirst to Wallace and Gromit,
have all been given Olympic call-ups.
Stephen Fry, Jack White, Cate
Blanchett, Simon Rattle, Rihanna
and Doctor Who were also
announced yesterday as stars of this
summer’s London 2012 Festival.
More than 25,000 artists from all
204 competing Olympic nations will
descend on Britain and take part in
12,000 events and performances.
The acts will contribute to a
celebration of arts and entertainment,

to go alongside the Olympics and
Paralympics sporting action.

Radio 1 will host a Hackney
Weekend featuring chart stars such
as Jessie J, Jack White, Florence and
the Machine, Jay-Z, Rihanna and
Tinie Tempah.

Meanwhile, six riverside sites will
host the likes of Scissor Sisters, the
Noisettes, Baaba Maal and Jazz at
Lincoln Centre Orchestra for the BT
River Of Music event. More than
10million free tickets will be available
for festival events running from June
21 to September 9. See london2012.
com/festival for more details.
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The Big Concert

Old School Field,
Raploch, Stirling
Gustavo Dudamel and the
Simon Bolivar Orchestra join
450 children from Big Noise
Raploch (Sistema Scotland)
in an outdoor event cele-
brating the transformation
of lives through music. i
21June

Yoko One: To the Light

Serpentine Gallery,
London

A major retrospective of
the conceptual artist,
including her new large-
scale project, Smile.

19 June-9 September

_ Weltethos
Symphony Hall,
Birmingham
Anew grand-scale choral |
work by the composer i
Jonathan Harvey. Edward
Gardner conducts the

CBSO and choirs.
21 June

BBC Radioi's
Hackney Weekeind
Hackney Marshes,
London
The biggest outdoor
event ever staged by BBC
Radio 1brings to Hackney
'some of pop's biggest
names: Jay-Z, Rihanna, Ed |
Sheeran, Plan B (right) and |
|

more. Free, but ticketed.
23-24 June

| A new international orches-

| musicians conducted by Sir

| 2122.0uly

| Various coastal

: myﬁﬁim

| Turner Contemporary,

Coriolan/Us
Secretlocation, Wales

| National Theatre Wales has

reimagined Shakespeare's
Coriolanus for the era of
multimedia, celebrity culture

| and 24-hour news.

9-18 August

Aldeburgh World
Orchestra

Snape Maltings,
Aldeburgh, Suffolk

tra of 124 top-level young

Mark Elder performs music
by Mahler and Shostakovich. |
20&22July

BT River of Music |
London |
Music on the Thames, with
six stages carrying the |
music of a different conti- |
nent. Stars include Wynton |
Marsalis, Baaba Maaland |
Angelique Kidjo. b

Peace Camp

locations ‘
Love-poetry installations !
at beauty spots around |
the British coast, master- |
minded by Fiona Shaw i
and Deborah Warner. i
1922 July

She Lay Down Deep
Beneath the Skin

This free exhibition is the
first of the
artist's to be

| from helicopters.
| 22-25 August

held in her home town.
Work by Rodin and
Turner also features.

To 23 September

Land of the Giants
Titanic Slipways, Belfast
Northern Ireland's largest
outdoor arts event promises
“a unique tale on an epic
scale”, with a cast and crew
of 500. Expect myth, history,
fireworks, acrobatics, music,
and more.

30 June

Africa Express
Variouslocations

A train carrying top African
and European musicians led

Mike Leigh:

A Running Jump
Hackney Picturehouse,
London

| Taxis and dodgy second-

by Damon Albarn travels the |

UK, stopping to give im-
promptu performances in

| unexpected places.

September

Stockhausen:

{ Mittwoch aus Licht

| ‘Argyle Works,

+ Birmingham

i World premiere by

| Birmingham Opera of the
| late Karlheinz Stockhausen’s |

opera, in a former ware-
house, with 160 performers,
including music streamed

hand cars feature in Leigh's
newly created film reflecting
on sport in everyday life.

25 June

Cirea& |l Fagiolini:
How Likean Angel
Norwich, Ely, Gloucester
& Ripon cathedrals
Aerial circus skills from the
Australian troupe Circa
together with live sacred
music from the choir

| Fagiolini, touring to four
great cathedrals in
succession.

26 June-19 July

Orbit

| AnishKapoor:
Olympic Park, London

The Turner Prize-winning
artist's twisting red tower
next to the Olympic Stadium
is, at 376ft, the tallest
sculpture in the UK.
Permanent

BigStreet Dance Day
Nationwide

Invitation to the dance for all
in the country’s streets,
squares and parks. Trafalgar
Square hosts choreographer
Wayne McGregor with
2,000 dancers.

14 July

Harmonic Fields

South West Coast Path,
Portland, Dorset
Composer Pierre Sauvageot
is assembling 500 musical
instruments to be played by

the wind. It forms

“a symphonic soundscape,
unique to each visitor”.

31 August - 9 September

Tall Tales from

the Riverbank -
Comedy Barge

Various canal locations
A bargeload of comedians
travels the UK, stopping off
for gigs and finishing at the
Edinburgh Festival.

1July— 27 August

Barbican Music
Barbican, London
Gilberto Gilis joined by

the London Symphony
Orchestra, while Sir Simon
Rattle conducts the UK
premiere of Wynton Marsalis’
Swing Symphony.
4.July & 2526 July

NVA -Speedof Light
Arthur’s Seat, Edinburgh
A choreographed walk/run
with audience members car-
rying lights, illuminating
Edinburgh’s famous natural
landmark. Each performance
will be entirely different, de-
pending on the weather and
who turns up.

9 August-1 September

On the cover: (left to right
from top left) Shingai
Shoniwa; Ana Matronic;
Baaba Maal; Tracey Emin,
‘Wynton Marsalis; Jake
Shears; Ai Weiwei; Yoko
Ono; Mike Leigh; Tim
Minchin; Gilberto Gil;
‘Damon Albarn; Anish
Kapoor; Rihanna;

Simon Rattle
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Gustavo Dudamel and his Venezuelan or-
chestra undoubtedly are, and the transfor-
‘mative musical education they symbolise,
this event actually has nothing to do with
London, or the Olympics; or the year.

It gets more muddling still. The biggest
classical music componentofthe festivalis
The Proms, in its entirety —~which of course
is already a festival in its own right. The
‘World Shakespeare Festival, too, hasan iden-
tity and alength all its own. Itried to make
aVenn diagram to demonstrate which fes-
tival is part of which other one and to what
degree, and which big series is entirely con-
tained within which bigger shebangwhich
‘was pre-planned, but it started to resemble
apsychedelic drawing of Mickey Mouse.

Isn'titacop-outsimply totrumpet pre-ex-
isting events as if they’re a special one-off?
Incertainways this risks lookinglikeamissed
opportunity onamassivescale. Andifthere
is indeed a serious missed opportunity, it's
thelackof presentational clarity that maybe
results from tryingtobe all things toall peo-
ple. still, there’s realpolitik at work. Why set

+  upaclassical seriestocompete with the Proms,

whicharesuchapopular fixture and already
emblematic of London in summer? If you
can'tbeat’em, incorporate em. They’reasub-
set, then, of an embarrassment of riches.
‘What's truly distinctive about the festi-
val, and the thing that unifies it - well, al-
most - is the way it celebrates its settings.
Try the marvellous concentration of mul-
timedia installations and genre-bending
events. Walk up Arthur’s Seat from Edin-
burgh carrying a light and you can be part

BEHIND THE CLUMPY
OLYMPIC LOGO, BRITAIN
HAS BEEN THINKING
BIG ABOUT THE ARTS.
AT SOME POINT THEY

WILLFIND YOU

of one; listen out for what the wind can do
toacello on the Portland coastal path in
Devon; exploreancientmyths in the forests
of Wales or watch acrobatics and pyrotech-
nics over Lake Windermere as the Olympic
torch trundles into Cumbria.

It’s not only these relatively wacky hap-
penings that are rooted in their spaces: so,
too, are many of the more traditional per-
formances. The BigConcertsees Dudamel -
himself perhaps classical music’sequivalent
ofan Olympictorch - performingalongside
the children of Raploch, whose progressin
Sistema Scotland more than deserves this
celebration. In Suffolk, the Aldeburgh World
Orchestra is not only a brand-new interna-
tional youthensemble under the baton of Sir
MarkElder: it's also a very public symbol of
‘what the coastal town, inextricably associ-
ated with the great composer Benjamin Brit-
ten and his legacy, does so well towards the
musical education of gifted youngsters.

And because of thelocation-rich aspects
of the festival, you ignore it at your peril: if
youdon'tfindit, the chances are thatatsome
point it will find you. “Pop-up” events are
very much the flavour of the summer. An
American dance company promises hair-
raising virtuoso feats around London’s prime
sites. A train full of African musicians is
comingtoastation near you; a barge full of
comediansistravelling the country’s canals.

The best news is that, behind the fuzzy
subsets and that clumpy Olympic logo,
Britain has been thinking bigaboutits arts
scene. This is a giant effort. Let’s hope that
the outcome is good enough to justify its
cost; and that it does all it should to draw
people together and lift the spirits.

more. Free, but !Icketed
23-24 June

TOP 20 Coriolan/Us held in herhome town.
EVENTS IN Secretlocation, Wales Work by Rodin and
THE LONDON | National Theatre Waleshas | Turner also features.
2012 FESTIVAL | reimagined Shakespeare's | To23 September
| Coriolanus for the era of i I
The Big Concert multimedia, celebrity culture | Land of the Giants
Old School Field, | and 24-hour news. Titanic Slipways, Belfast
Raploch, Stirling 9-18 August | Northern Ireland's largest
Gustavo Dudamel and the | outdoor arts event promises
Simon Bolivar Orchestrajoin | Aldeburgh Worid | “aunique tale on an epic
450 children from Big Noise | Orchiestra . scale”, with a cast and crew
Raploch (Sistema Scotland) = Snape Maltings, | of 500. Expect myth, history,
in an outdoor event cele- Aldeburgh, Suffolk | fireworks, acrobatics, music,
brating the transformation A new international orches- | and more. 4
of lives through music. tra of 124 top-level young | 30June }
21June | musicians conducted by Sir |
Mark Elder performs music | Africa Express |
Yoko Ono: To the Light by Mahler and Shostakovich. | Variouslocations
Serpentine Gallery, 20 &22.July A train carrying top African
London | and European musicians led
A major retrospective of BT Riverof Music * by Damon Albarn travels the
the conceptual artist, London | UK, stopping to give im- [
including her new large- | Music on the Thames, with | promptu performances in |
scale project, Smile. | six stages carrying the unexpected places. i
19.une9 September music of a different conti- | September |
nent. Stars include Wynton | |
Marsalis, BaabaMaaland | Stockhausen: !
Symphoay Hall | Angelique Kidjo, | mittwoch aus Licht
| 2122 july | Argyle Works, 1
Anew grand-scale choral | | Birmingham ol
work by the composer | Peace Camp | World premiere by |
Jonathan Harvey. Edward | Various coastal | Birmingham Opera of the
Gardner conducts the | locations | late Karlheinz Stockhausen’s
CBSQ and choirs. | Love-poetry installations | opera, in a former ware- |
21 June | at beauty spots around house, with 160 performers,
| the British coast, master- | including music streamed |
BBC Radiof’s | minded by Fiona Shaw from helicopters. i
Hﬂmm | ‘and Deborah Warner. 2225 August |
| 1922.July |
| |
The blggem outdoor | Tracey Emin: i
event ever staged by BBC She Lay Down Deep |
Radio 1brings to Hackney | Beneath the Skin |
some of pop's biggest | Turner Contemporary, i
names: Jay-Z, Rihanna, Ed | Margate i
Sheeran, Plan B (right) and | This free exhibition is the !

| first of the
| artist's to be

Taxis and dodgy second-
hand cars feature in Leigh's
newly created film reflecting
on sport in everyday life.

25 June
Circa&1 Fagiolini:
How Likean

Angel
Norwich, Ely, Gloucester
& Ripon cathedrals
Aerial circus skills from the

| Australian troupe Circa

er with live sacred
music’ the choir
1 Fagiolini, touring to four
great cathedrals in
succession.

[ 26 June-19 July

Olympic Park, London
The Turner Prize-winning
artist's twisting red tower
next to the Olympic Stadium
is, at 376ft, the tallest
sculpture in the UK. -
Permanent -

BigStreet Dance Day
Nationwide

Invitation to the dance for all
in the country's streets,
squares and parks. Trafalgar
‘Square hosts choreographer
‘Wayne McGregor with
2,000 dancers.

14July

Harmonic Fields
South West Coast Path,
Portland, Dorset
Composer Pierre Sauvageot
is assembling 500 musical
instruments to be played by
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‘GUIDE IN ASSOCIATION WITH BP

Genre-defying
collaborations:
Brit trio The
Noisettes will
‘team up with
African artists

WATER MUSIC STREAMED
FROM EVERY NA’HON

A week before the Games

open, musicians from
more than 200
countries will perform
on six stages along the
Thames. By Mark
Hudson

“It's a piece that touches onthe
essence of what music is

| St sgmatuty Sheppanios

his epic outdoor work
“Saxophone Massive”. “It goes
from the heart of the musician
to the heart of the listener. That
really is the thing that keeps all

| of us doing this.”

On July 21, the British
saxman and a group of fellow
virtuosi, of the order of Roxy
Music’s Andy Mackay, will let
rip from the roof of Somerset
House, while the sounds of 200
‘more players, many of them
almost total amateurs, will

come surging from the
courtyard and the cellars of the
building below, in a work
Sheppard thinks of as
installation art as much as
conventional music.

And at the same time in
Battersea Park, two miles up-
river, Indian percussion
‘maestro Zakir Hussain will be
leading a collaboration between
Scottish and Asian musicians,
while out to the east in the
newly created London Pleasure
Gardens, West African diva
Angelique Kidjo will be
performing with Manchester’s
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magnificent World Voices Choir.

Al of these extraordinary
‘moments will be part of BT
River of Music, an event that
will turn the murky, brown
Thames - never the most loved
of the world’s great urban
waterways - into a shimmering
ribbon of sound; a flow of
thythm, melody and vibrant
experimental noise in which
the music of all of the 200-plus
countries taking part in the
Olympics and Paralympics will
be represented.

Placing seasoned crowd-
pleasers of the order of the
Scissor Sisters, Portuguese fado
queen Mariza and the Kronos
Quartet alongside artists from
musical territories as little
known as Tuvalu in the South
Pacific, BT River of Music will
unfold in six venues on or close
to the river, each representing a
particular continent.

Asia will be housed in
Battersea Park, Europe in
Somerset House and Trafalgar
Square, the Americas at the
Tower of London, Oceania in
Greenwich’s Old Royal Naval
College and Africa at the
London Pleasure Gardens close

to the Olympic Park. With
admission to all of these events
free - bar a small booking
charge ~ BT River of Music is a
‘mammoth and hugely
ambitious undertaking, which
will be, in the words of
organiser David Jones of
concert promoters Serious, “not
one festival, but six, all taking
place simultaneously”.

If the idea of all this musical
diversity may strike some as
faintly worthy, anyone expecting
a parade of identikit pop bands
ora succession of officially
sanctioned folk ensembles will
be very wide of the mark. “We
don’t want an event where the
intentions are admirable, but
the results unlistenable,” says
David Jones. “We're out to
reach a big audience. We want
to show young people in
particular that there are sounds
and cultures out there beyond
what's handed them by the
media.”

Rather than running
reverentially through an act
from each of the countries, BT
River of Music is constructed
around a series of genre-

| delying collaborations, bringing

together artists from diverse
backgrounds and disciplines —
from classical to hip hop and
electronica - reflecting the

| realities of our YouTubeing age
| in which all the world’s music

| is available at the press of a

| button.

| British electronic maverick
Matthew Herbert has formed a
big band with Russian
‘musicians, creating music from

15

the sounds of 300 newborn
babies. British indie-rockers
the Noisettes will exchange
ideas with African musicians,
while grungy world-trance
pioneers Transglobal
Underground will collaborate
with traditional musicians from
the Gulf States.

Many of these projects will
realise the Olympic ideal of
reconciling political and ethnic

maestro Zakir
Hussain and
New York's
Scissor Sisters,
left; jazz man
Andy Sheppard,
below

| will be very different to what

london2012.com/festival ‘ The Telegraph

bp
‘GUIDE IN ASSOCIATION WITH B8P

Big splash: tabla = & 1
differences through | traditional music.”
positive effort | David Jones hopes that the
towards a common | creativity unleashed by BT River
goal. The | of Music will go on developing,
extraordinary long after the event is over.
Bosnian singer “Amira asked me if it would be
Amira will bring all right for her to take her
together musicians from all 10 | project on tour in the Balkans. T
Balkan countries for the first said, Of course, that’s what it’s
time, including Serbia, Croatia, | for!”
Albania, Greece and Turkey. “I And the seeds of this
went through hell in the collective inspiration will be
Bosnian War of the 1990s,” says | sown not only in far flung parts
Amira. “But there was no of the world, but in Britain
rivalry between us on this where projects such as Andy
project. As soon as we started | Sheppard’s “Saxophone

playing together, we realised
that underneath the
differences we are
really the same
people. Itisn’t
possible to
forget, but

Massive” will be drawing in
- people who've never

been on a stage
before. “We've got
world famous

‘musicians

alongside little

through music " kids who've
we can move & only been
forward to a playing a few
better place.” weeks and

If the emphasis @9 grandads who've
of her project is on " _always dreamed of
traditional sounds, playing sax.”
particularly the First performed at the

languorous rhythms and smoky | Norwich and Norfolk Festival
textures of sevdah, Bosnia’s last year, “Saxophone Massive”
blues, “Question Marks”, a is designed to accommodate
collaboration of musicians from | different levels of playing. And

across the Middle East, led by | in the improvised, climactic
the brilliant young Iraqi oud | section everyone is told to play
(lute) player Khyam Allami, to the limits of their ability,

takes a defiantly experimental

creating a joyous cacophony. “I
approach that reflects the

tell them, Don't play jazz!” says

energy of the Arab Spring. Sheppard. “We want something
“Throughout the Middle East | that hasn't been heard before.

there’s a drive for expression in | It’s a piece that takes the

new forms and ideas,” he says. | participants on a journey, from

“Our performance is going to | first rehearsal to final

deconstruct Arab classical performance, and afterwards

music using electronics and the buzz is incredible. For me,

Middle Eastern instruments. It | recreating that buzz is what
music is all about.”

people expect, but it's far more

representative of what's BT River of Mausic, July 21-22.
happening in the Arab world | Tickets are fiee but capacity is
right now than just playing limited, btriverofmusic.com
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The family-friendly weekender
in Woodmancott, Hampshire,
sees Guillemots, Eugene
McGuinness, Toy, Pete Roe, The
Noisettes and an intimate
performance from Patrick Wolf
ona grand piano. Science labs,
painting labs, water zorbing,
DJing classes, illustration and
writing workshops for kids.
Details29 June - 1Jul, from £16
(blissfields.co.uk)



[image: image110.jpg]Laurie. Activities include magic
workshops, puppet shows, parachute
games and yoga.
cormburyfestival.com; from £175 for
weekend tickets with camping, children
13-16 £100, children 3-12 £15

BLISSFIELDS

June 28-July 1, Vicarage Farm,
Woodmancott, Hampshire

The beautiful site hosts old-school
sports-day games, a children’s crafts
garden, a party bus and art installations.
There’ll be sets from Noisettes, Patrick
Wolf, Guillemots, Lucy Rose and

Crazy P, along with comedy, an acoustic
stage and Dr Strangelove’s Burlesque
Discotheque.

blissfields.co.uk; from £74 for weekend
tickets with camping, children 6-18 £49

WINTERWELL

June 28-July 2, Winterwell Farm,
Northleach, near Cheltenham
Winterwell has a Wild West theme, a new
acoustic stage and a Golden Lotus
Healing Field. Music ranges from folk

to funk — the Nextmen, Cornershop

and Casiokids play. Activities for kids
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worlds
ON Stage

Well, on six stages to be
‘exact, as London hosts an epic
pre-Olympics music festival
that's taken seven years to put

: Aot 1 reports

laire Whitaker sums it
up in seven words: “For :
big moments you need
big ideas,” says the
co-director of the
music promoter
Serious. “You can
worry later about the
logistics, the financing, the resources.
The idea must come first.”

Ideas don't come bigger than the BT :
River of Music, the gigantic project that
Serious is masterminding over the 3
weekend before the Olympics.

Musicians from every Olympic nation
—all 205 of them — will gather on six
stages, on or near the Thames in

London: mostly historic sites including
the Tower of London, Trafalgar Square :
and Somerset House. Each stage will £
be devoted to performers from a

different continent. And from noon H
till 9.30pm on the Saturday and Sunday :
six simultaneous free concerts will

take place. i

‘This vast array has taken seven years
of planning. “Well, five years of saying
‘Ttwould be really great if we could..”
and two years of hard, detailed graft
about how you bring musicians from
205 nationalities to London and run six L
massive stages simultaneously,” says %
Whitaker’s co-director, David Jones.  :

But the origins of this event go back : M?kl ng
16years, “I had been in South Africain : tlhis

1996 and heard Nelson Mandela make
happen

that wonderful speech about the beaut:
of the Commonwealth,” Jones recalls.

“Soit was greattobe asked by the BBC | WaAS AT
to present a musical mirror of the .
Commonwealth to mark the Queen’s immense

Jubilee” That 2002 celebration took * g2

place on five stages around Hyde Park. Oglbtlcal
“Then London won the Olympics and

LOCOG [the London organising Challenge

committee] asked us to recreate that
kind of event on an even bigger scale.”
Whitaker says.

But there was a big difference: Hyde
Park had already been booked for
sporting events. “So we had to find a
different way of echoing London,”
Jones says. Their solution was to use six
sites near the Thames, from Battersea
Park (which will have the Asia stage) in
the west to the newly opened London
Pleasure Gardens by London City
Airport in the east. That new space,on  :
thesite of the old Royal Docks, will host :

167 161

but we :
. managed it

SHRLAIE FORREST/ GETTY WAGES

L

B O A

N
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the Africa stage. But unfortunately it
had a traumatic inauguration la:
weekend. The Bloc electronic music
festival was shut down a day early, with
police called in to evacuate the venue
after it became dangerously
overcrowded. Lax ticket controls were
said to have caused the chaos.

“We understand completely the
issues last weekend,” says Whitaker.
“But the site layout for the BT River of

Musicis completely different, we have

avery different ticketing operation,

and we are confident there willbeno

problems.” Let’s hope not. Whitaker
describes the Africa line-up as “my
dream bill”. With Hugh Masekela,
Baaba Maal and Angelique Kidjo
starring, it’s surely going to be
everyone's dream bill.

However, Whitaker is keen to
emphagise that “one of the things
‘making BT River of Music special
that it’s not simply about big names,
but about collaborations with
communities, and the involvement of
young people.” Indeed, a lot of the
weekend's £5 million budget
(underwritten by BT, but with extra
funding from London 2012 and various
charitable trusts) has gone on
setting up cross-cultural and cross-
generational collaborations — mostly
in Britain, but also abroad.

“For example,” says Jones, “we've run
abig workshop with young East
European refugees in North London,
built around a fabulous Bosnian singer
called Amira. She wanted to do
something relevant to the Balkan
conflict zone, and we've ended up with
musicians from ten Balkan countries
working together. For them that’s
become a tremendously important
statement about how their countries
can work together”

Some collaborations have required
herculean efforts behind the scenes.
“Shingai Shoniwa [the livewire
British-Zimbabwean singer in the
Noisettes| wanted to collaborate with
two girls she had met at an orphanage
in Malawi,” Whitaker says. “Making
that happen was an immense logistical
challenge, but we managed it”

“And some of the connectionson the :

Asian stage are awesome,” adds Jones.
“We have the Kronos Quartet making
music with Afghan and Vietnamese
musicians, and the Indian tabla
virtuoso Zakir Hussain working with

: Representatives
: from the 205
: Olympic couniries

include Shingai
Shoniwa of

: Noisettes, left;
: Baaba Maal, above;
: the Scissor Sisters,

below

: Whitaker says.

GRAOON REDFERIS / GETTY INAGES

ia stage
: Battersea Park

Asif Ali Khan + Sanchita Farruque

Van-Anh Vo + Kronos Quartet

: Somerset House
Mariza + Buika

Celticfolk musiciansfrom Scotiand  ; Jools Hollands R&B Orchestra,

 and Ireland. Even more remarkable, ~ : featuring Gregory Porter
the oud player Khyam Allami has come st

: upwith this big idea of taking v e

 musicians from many Middle East i Trafalgar Square

H cvuntlrifes and cl;'cating :’f gl';mup c;ll?_d } Sg
the Alif Ensemble —alif being the first e

oGOt eArb e aiphabet/tivs beans. nCRELE

! rehearsing them in Cairo, and + Ludo¥ico Einaudi

: hopefully they will tour the world after :

coming to London.” g N p
“Legacy is really important,”

heidea is to create : Tower of London

: Scissor Sisters

 Brazilian Kitchen

| Old Royal Naval College,
: Greenwich

i Gurrumul

: The Crooked Fiddle Band

Lbndon Pléﬁsure Gardens,
i Docklands

Baaba Maal

 Noisettes

i collaborations that will continue
: long after this weekend is over. 'm S

sure that during the week when all

: the performers are in London there
: will be lots of chance meetings and

: informal, after-hours music-making
: aswell”

Getting so many hundreds of

international performersto London e
i has been a challenge. Musicians aren't
: renowned for following rules, and
i Britain’s visa regulations are stringently
: enforced. But Serious has learnt to cope
: with the most unlikely scenarios. “The
: Fiji musician left his passport in the

sun, and it frazzled,” Jones says. “And
unfortunately the Fiji Government has

¢ run out of new passports. So we are

: working with the Home Office to get

i himin on a temporary document like a
driving licence.”

As for accommodation, Serious is

: playingsafe. “Londonis goingtobein s
i virtual lockdown a few days before the
: Olympics,” Jones says. “So we are

putting the musicians as close to their
espective stages as we can so that, if
possible, they can walk to the venues
rather than spending four hoursina

: trafficjam””

Sadly the BBC has inexplicably

i decided not to broadcast this

: once-in-a-lifetime event, though some
: performances will be streamed on

i the Space, the digital arts website

: jointly runby the Arts Council and the
: BBC. But Jones is optimistic that the

: event will be extensively covered by the

65 foreign broadcasters in London for
the Olympics, “They are asking

i themselves what their cameras and

: crews are going to film when nobody is
i running or jumping,” he says. Soit’s

i possible that the coverage could be as

: global as the line-up.

One thing’s certain: about 150,000

i will be watching the six stages live. The
i uppermost question in their minds—

: given the “summer” we've already

i enjoyed — will surely be: “Is it going to

n?” e

“Atleast the stages are covered, so

: the performers will be fine,” says

: Whitaker. “But if it rains, well, as with
i the Jubilee flotilla last month, we are

: expecting a fantastic display of British
i spirit. Plus, we have great DJs and

: presenters. So even if people get wet, T

guarantee they won't be bored.”

i BT River of Music is on July 21-22;
i btriverofmusic.com
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The presence of Hugh Masekela, King Sunny Ade and Angélique Kidjo on the
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Africa stage is a reminder of the decades of influence that the continent’s stars have exerted on popular music around the world,
but there are joyous new discoveries to be made here, too, as well as a closing show from the inspirational Staff Benda Bilili

Seckou Keita & the
Bantamba Syndicate

* Senegalese kora player
Seckou Keita joins his band
and guests from West
Africa, who go by the name
the Bantamba Syndicate.

Modeste Hugues: Islands

* Madagascan born singer,
songwriter and guitarist
whose music is a blend of
traditional Mala asy sounds
influenced by Sghth African
dance rhythms.

Safricanto

* Safricanto is a group of
singers from southern
Africa. Legendary South
African trumpeter Hugh
Masekela guests with them,
and later today with
Angélique Kidjo.

The Invisible Republic
of Juju

¢ Driven by Justin Adams’s
rocking guitar and Juldeh
Camara’s fiery bittersweet

Steven Sogo +
Alhousseini Anivolla

* The Burundian blues
guitarist Steven Sogo with
Alhousseini Anivolla, a
touareg from Niger and the
singer with the nomad blues
band Etran Finatawa.

East Africa United

+ Four distinctive soloists
capture the spirit of the
region

Muntu Valdo

*» The Cameroonian one-
man band is joined by some
of Central Africa’s finest
musicians.

Krar Collective:
Horn of Hope

* Ethiopian band Krar
Collective invite singers
from Eritrea, Somalia and

ritti (one-string West i
African fiddle) Juju's

transcendental music draws
| onrock 'n’ roll, dub, avant-

garde jazz; with guests from
across North Africa.

Angélique Kidjo + Hugh
Masekela

* Grammy award-winning

singer Angélique Kidjo, one

of Africa’s most powerful
and charismatic stars, is
joined by the trumpeter
Hugh Masekela.

King Sunny Ade

* Nigerian guitar maestro
King Sunny Ade and his

ensemble will join forces
with an array of Nigeria’s

| best musicians including
| Wizzboy and the British

trumpeter Byron Wallen.
Baaba Maal

« The Senegalese singer
and guitarist mixes
traditional music with
modern beats and is one of
African culture’s most
influential spokesmen.

Djibouti to celebrate the
Horn of Africa.

Mayra Andrade + Buika

- Cape Verdean Mayra
Andrade’s multi-layered
music embraces Brazilian

| inflections, Cuban

melodies, funky basslines
and flamenco guitars. With
Spanish-African talent Buika
(see Europe).

| Noisettes

« Singer Shingai Shoniwa
leads a collaboration that
draws on her Zimbabwean
heritage, with special
guests from Malawi.

Staff Benda Bilili + Zao

* The Congolese band Staff
Benda Bilili’s inspirational
live shows have caused a
stir across the globe; they
are joined by fellow

| Congolese star Zao.

Angélique Kidjo: ‘African music is behind every kind of music in the world. It allows human beings to find hope’

"This music speaks to everyone’

As a child growing up in the West
African nation of Benin, Angélique
Kidjo used to get up at 5am every
morning to go running: “The sound
of the call to prayer from the mosque
opposite our house would wake me
up. It was the coolest part of the day,
s0 I would get up and do my
exercises.”

These days, the Grammy-winning
singer, who now lives in New York,
restricts her sporting activity to the
gym and to herfiercely energetic
performances on stage, but she is a
firm believer in the competition’s
ideals. “Fairness is an Olympic
concept that is very important to me. |
And the spirit of the Games is about
what amazing things we can achieve
with our bodies and how we can
excel in our ambitions.”

Like fellow famous shaven-headed
singers Sinead O’Connor and Grace
Jones, 51-year-old Kidjo is a lioness
of a woman, expressing her
passionate beliefs and ideas through
songs that mix traditional African
styles with soul, pop, jazz, reggae
and folk music. In 2007 Time

magazine called her “Africa’s

premiere diva”, a title she lived up to |

at the World Cup in South Africa
when she sang her blistering version

| of Curtis Mayfield’s Move On Up at

the kick-off concert.

“The World Cup was really
important for the whole of Africa
because people didn’t believe we
could put something like that on,”

| she says, “but we proved them

wrong,”
For BT River of Music she will be
performing on the Africa stage with
the reveres South African trumpeter
Hugh Masekela and the Manchester
World Voices Choir. It is hard to

| imagine her stentorian voice - a mix
| of Nina Simone’s jazzy playfulness

and the commanding control of Fela
Kuti - blending into a crowd but she
disagrees.

“When I moved to Paris in my
early twenties the only work I could
get was as a backing singer. It was
very important because I learnt how

| to listen to others. You have to

abandon your ego and use your voice
like an instrument. And through that
you can hear new things.

“Itis a delicate balance,“ she adds.
“The choir can’t overpower you and

| you can’t overpower the choir. You

|

| every

have to have a dialogue back
and forth.”
Her relationship with Masekela
soes back further, through her
levotion to his first wife, Miriam
Makeba, whose music and political
activism continues to inspire Kidjo.

| “She has impacted so much on my
| life. She was my role model for

becoming a singer and becoming a
Pan-African artist,” she says.

When she plays Makeba’s songs
with Masekela, she says, she doesn’t
feel any pressure. “He is so easy-
going - very gracious and fun to be
with. He puts me at ease.”

Angélique Kidjo has campaigned
for Unicef since 2002 on issues such
as female education, and has fought
equally hard for African music to
escape being categorised as “world
music”. “For the painful reason of
slavery, African music is behind
ind of music in the world.
From classical to jazz and soul, it has
spread because it is a music that
allows human beings to express
something and find hope even in
darkness. African music speaks to
everybody, regardless of their race
or language.”

Bernadette McNulty
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The Games will

let the'world’s
i talent shine

| POP GROUP NOISETTES ON HOW LONDON 2012 1S
A BIG MOMENT FOR WORLD CULTURE, ASWELL AS SPORT

wil s

tfirst m_ the music world L I NS Love - sport and documentary filmmaking,"
smn » she says.
of sllllllll iwa and Dan Over the past few months, Dershe has
| Smith bares little Deen filming 2012:London for BT which
resemblance to that of a top she hopes will be seen on TV.
Olympic athlete. She says: “I interviewed Team GB

But. aecording to the duo, who form indie pop
group Noigottos, tho dedication needed to make
1t in the music business means they share a lot
of the same vdltees an athlete needs to make it
on to the podium. :

‘Twelve years on from meeting at the Brit school
in South London - famous for training Adele,
Jessie ] and Leona Lewis - Shingai and Dan say
the drive to be the best you can be is something
to which they wholeheartedly relate.

“I think sports and creative people share the
same challenges,” says Shingai, 26. “It’s about
thaintaining discipline and focus but still
onjoying it. And you've got to be able to take
knock backs and pick yourself up.”

‘The pressure to deliveris something that both
sho and 32 yoar old Dan folt while working on
thelr new single and album, due out in July and
August respectively:

“It's the same as when an athlete wins bronze,
they start to focus on silver," says Shingai.

“For musicians, it’s, ‘OK you've got the gold
record, lots go for platinum'. You nover think,
“Ah, I can sit back and relax now”.”

This weokend, the band is set to perform a
set on the Africa Stage as part of the BT River
of Music festival.

Th froo, two-day event is a curtain raiser for
London 2012 and features artists from all the
Olympic and Paralympic nations. Shingai says:
“We were thinking about doing something on a
grand scale with music from around the world,
50 this opportunity was just perfect.

“It's nice to draw on my African heritage as
well. So many kinds of music; jazz, blues,
rock'nToll come from African musie.”

Dan agrees: “It's not just a huge moment for
sport, but for culture as well. London is a rich
tapestry of people and music is part of that.”

But are the members of Noisettes sporty in
their spare time?

“Too much time in the rehearsal room and not
enough spent on the football fela, I'm atraid,”

s
CELEBRATE: Dan,
Shingai and Ders|

laughs Dan. “I can fence a little bit, but that's
pretty much it”

Shingai, on the otheg hand, was sports mad
at 56hool.

Tve always been quite sporty and was into
things such as gymnastics and trampolining,”
she says.

“I was the queen of the rounders team at
school, or 1 liked to think so. I still keep healthy
and go swimming and cyoling.”

Her love of gymnastics is something that is
shared by BT Storyteller and amateur
{ilm-maker Dershie Samaria, {rom Palmers Green,
North London.

“I started gymnastics when'T was
four but then had to stop when I
was 14 due to a stomach injury,”
she says.

“It was very upsetting. I didn't
g6t 10 o to the Olympics, but if
Id carried on that would have been
my goal.

“Instead, I channelled all my
energy into films.”

‘The 24-year-old became a BT Storyteller after
a friend suggested she apply. “I was excited as
filmmaking is difficult to break into and this
was an opportunity to combine the two things

hopefuls and former medal winners and
legends including Daloy
Thompson, Oscar Pistorius and

Dame Kelly Holmes.

“Talsofocused on the Paralympics
and crushing stereotypes about
disability. The film documents the event
and it's part of Olympic history.”

But it's not all about sport for Dershe.
“The Olympics are about showing people
what they can achieve in whatever field
they're in. I wanted to explore values
athletes need to show that they can
benefit everyone.

Not everyone is into sport, but
they can feel the atmosphere of the
Olympics and be inspired.”

Shingai adds: “One of the things that
makes London such a great city is that
it has so many different cultural
influences. People are allowed to embrace
their heritage.

“I have Zimbabwean and Malawian
heritage and ] grew up in South London on
astreet with Jamaicans, Trinidadians and Irish.
It was brilliant.

The Olympics is a chance for us to all come

together and show people we aren't just a city . {f

of people being rude on the Tube. Its a chance.
to get rid of all the negativity”

Shingai says she'll be Gheering

on Team GB - but keeping an eye
out for the underdogs, too.

“I'm all for the best person
winning,” she says. “It' good to
remind the world that talent can
overcome things such as class
or background.”

By Boudicca Fox-Leonard

@ NOISETTES WILL BE PERFORMING ONTHE
AFRICA STAGE AT THE BT RIVER OF MUSIC THS SUNDAY.
VISITWWWSTRIVEROFMUSIC COM FORMORE INFORMATION.
THERNEW SINGLE THAT GIRL IS OLIT AUGLIST B FOLLOWED BY THE
ALBUM. CONTACT, ON AUGUST 2.

BT ambassador Daley Thompson says.

d will show everyone how good a
Music, film and art are all inspired by the Games, ’L;nntiownca:m o e

i film are
and the BT River of Music and Dershe’s o
ampl ondon 2012 isn't just about sport. weeks ti
€ssi0] . OLYMPICANDPARALIMPICG:
s Smed it ’ur s m:grfa;“er:\e ENDEAVOURS ARE AVAILABLE TO INTERAC TWITHAT' wf&wﬂﬁﬁg&%&[
b ﬁlm ) DERSHE {5 ONE OF A HUNDRED PEOPLE FROM ACROSS e
o IR ST et 3hot hes piec ‘BT STORYTELLERS CAMPAIGN TO RECORD THE STORY OF '“lr&?gﬂ:mu =i
s complete, Her flm captures what the OIYIPISS.  4\5 pRALYMPIC GAVES. THEDT STORYTELLERS COMEFROM
mean to her and people across the country. (COUNTRY AND INCLUDE BLOGGERS.

nt way for SOCIALNETYORKERS, ARTISTS
The BT RIver of MusiC is a britiant way OONETYORS T

free
ne to get in the Olympic spirit. its - T
O o some of the pest shts across  CUWMHCDSIG Aoty B
the River Thames. | really like the fact B THEY ARE GETTING CLOSERTOTHE
there's an artist from every one of the (GAMES THROUGH EXCLUSIVEEVENTS
Olympic nations across the five Stages.  ANDHAVETHECFRORTUNIYTO

It's a great way to welcome people to MEET OUR ATHLETES.

i

ONSONG:
Shingai on
stage with her
band Noisettes
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NOISET TES
SHINGAI ON
THE LONDON
e FESTIVAL

Lead singer of Il be singing
Noisettes, Shingai - on the Afica stage doing
Shoniwa picks her * +  some Noisettes cassics but
highlights ofthe 7 withan Afrcan twist,and 'm
biggest festival thé defintely gongto rop by
UK'has ever seen and see the Scissor Sisters.
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~ the London 2012 Festivalis Al
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e AMidsummer Night ream

inRussianis next on my list!”
THE BIG DANCE

JULIE WALTERS

(blge 12 AT THE
s el ol NATIONAL
Dig out your dancing shoes

for this hip-shaking THEATRE
‘celebration which includes Until 16 Septem

performances from both the  (nationatheatre.org k)
Royal Ballet and a male street British acting gem Julie

dance crew. Walters returns to the
"l love dance,  Nationalfor the first time ina
on stage or off. There are decade, starringin 2 new play
eventsin Brighton, Liverpool  The Last Of The Haussmans.
andLiverpool sothere's no. | met Julie at
excusenottogetinvolved!”  the launch for the London
2012 Festival at the Tower of
THE BT RIVER London and | can't waitto'see
OF MUSIC her at the National Theatre.
21and 22 July; Lo 1800 see 50 much music as
(biriverofmusic.com) partof my job that theatre is.
Atwo-day musical something  really miss.”
extravaganza featuring
international acts performing  Noisettes etur with new.
music from orinspiredby  single Winneron 9 July:
their home country. london2012 com/testval
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[image: image122.jpg]inning down Shingai Shoniwe, the striking vocalist and de

facto front woman of the Noisettes has thus far proven to

be a dramatic affair. Our initial rendezvous didn’t exactly

go to plan: I arrived to interview the singer at her central
London hotel, only to be told that an already under the weather Shingai
was now too unwell to speak to me and had to cancel. In Hollywood

movie terms, today’s meeting is ‘take two’ and I finall e
up with her at Skylon — a sleek, modern restaurant al
Southbank, overlooking the Thames. She's all smiles as she greets

‘warmly and I'm immediately taken aback by her diminutive stature,
So impressively formidable is her stage presence that I half exp
to be sitting down with a glamazon. As expected, she’s chi
clad in blush-pink skinny jeans, a matching shirt (i
yscraper open-toe wedges. Her voice is soft
talks to me in between sips of ginger te 1
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It's been a few years between the
release of the Noisettes’ Wild
Young Hearts — a body of work
that put them firmly on the music
industry map and spawned the
monster hit ‘Don’t Upset The
Rhythm’ - and the road leading
up to their forthcoming album,
Contact. To say Shingai’s life has
been eventful during that period
is an understatement. In 2010,
not only did the singer begin the
unenviable task of crafting the
follow-up to the group’s most
successful album to date, but she
was also dealing with an infinitely
graver, more private pain. Back
then, her mother Leoba was in
the throes of treatment for breast
cancer. She has since made a

full recovery. Quite often it takes
the threat of losing someone so
intrinsically a part of your world to
bring about that rare and elusive
moment of clarity. “I was actually
writing ‘Winner’, the first single
off the new album, when my
‘mum was battling chemotherapy.
Any uncertainty about making it
through or finishing what I had
started just melted away. That
was a big reality check for me. If
anything were to happen to my
mum, I wanted her to see that I
would be ok — that I'd given the
album everything I've got.” 'm
amazed that, even when discussing
such an obviously emotional
period of her life, Shingai still
‘manages to keep her tone upbeat
and optimistic. I wonder if she’s
always had that mindset, or
whether recent events have had a
hand in making her that way. “I've
always been a positive person but
‘my confidence has come over time.
T'm part of a big family and I'm
really lucky to have a mother who
has always been an inspiration to
me. She’s always there to pick me
up when I'm feeling low or push
me when I need it. Last week,

we were on the way to a gig and

4 PRIDE

the lady commissioned to make
our stage outfits didn’t have time
to finish them, so my mum was
literally sat in the back seat of the
car with her sewing kit just getting
it done!”

At the mention of her mother

or family — whom she fondly
refers to as the “Zimbabwean von
Trapps” — Shingai’s eyes light up
and her actions instantly become
more exaggerated and animated.
It's endearing to watch. As she
shares with me anecdotes about
relatives who'd stop, by to crash
on the couch while they were
touring, tuning their instruments
in the front room and urging her
to “Keep time! Keep time!” with

a shaker while their melodies
enveloped the household, T can’t
help but feel that her road to
stardom was always predestined.
“Actually...” she muses, “I think
that made me not want to foray
into music. I preferred theatre
because I thought that world
would give me more control over
my environment. I'd seen how
homesick my relatives became on
the road and how badly they were
treated at times — all cramped

in one car, sleeping together in
one room. My dad wanted me to
study something more traditional,
like Law.” Nevertheless, she'd
been well and truly bitten by the
entertainment bug and applied
for a place to study theatre at The
BRIT School, a now-infamous
performing arts establishment
where the likes of Amy Winehouse,
Leona Lewis and Adele first cut
their teeth. Funnily enough, she
managed to keep the whole thing
a secret from her mother until
she was quite a way through the
audition process. “My granddad
had just passed away, so my mum
was back home and I was staying
with my aunt in London. I took
advantage a little and told a white

lie to convince her that my mum
was cool with the whole thing and
get her to sign the consent form.
When I got in, I told my mum and
she was totally shocked, but she’s
also the kind of person who, if she
sees you filled with passion for
something, won’t stand in your
way.”

It was at The BRIT School that
Shingai honed her craft and
morphed into the dynamic stage
diva who rocks out gigs and
festivals around the world today.
The Noisettes' live performances
are notoriously fast-paced, frenetic
and characterised by what can only
be described as a quasi-ineffable
exuberance. The sight of a certain
Miss Shoniwa, barefoot and dolled
up to the nines in some wickedly
outlandish, avant-garde stage
outfit, is pretty much business as
usual. In light of such displays, it's
hardly a surprise that the band’s
fan base isn't solely confined to
these shores and that the créme
de la créme of the world’s music
scene are clamouring to work with
them. “Working on Contact has
been a brilliant musical evolution
for us and we've been blessed to
collaborate with some amazing
songwriters who really appreciate
our uniqueness. It was great
working with someone like Ne-Yo,
who didn’t want us to change a
thing about ourselves, and Chuck
Harmony, who's worked with
people like Fantasia, Toni Braxton,
Keyshia Cole and on the new
Destiny’s Child album.” With such
high-profile fans, exploring the
US market is something that must
be on Shingai’s mind, but rest
assured that we won't be losing
her to the Yanks just yet. Having
grown up in Brockley, South-East
London (followed by stints in
New Cross and Oval), she's a
London girl through and through,
as evidenced by her enthusiasm
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when conversation turns
1o the 2012 Olympics being
held in the capital. “T'm
quite into sports actually;

T used to go trampolining
and I did gymnastics from
the age of about eight

until T was 15. 'm a fan of
anything that collectively
brings people together.

I just hope London does

it right, you know? None
of this, T'm too wrapped
up inmy own business to
give someone directions or
be kind to them.’ London
never used to be like that.”

As well-known as Shingai

is for her arresting,

powerful vocals (and her
penchant for turning her hand
10 a bass guitar or drum kit at
the drop of a wide-brimmed
fedora), she receives just as
many plaudits for her bold and
distinctive fashion choices.

Her personal style has often
been deseribed as a meeting of
hallowed, iconoclastic fashion
icons Grace Jones and David
Bowie, with just the right
measure of Billie Holiday’s
retro-glam thrown in. So who
does she look up to for sartorial
inspiration? “I've always loved
Eartha Kitt’s feline prowess and
Michelle Obama too. I don’t
know how she does it, but I love
that mix of late ‘60s Ronettes
meets vacation in the Hamptons,
meets about to play croquet.
Also, the eye my mother and
grandmother have for colour

is amazing. To this day, I still
raid my mum’s wardrobe and
think, ‘I never knew colours
like that existed!’ I'm all about
doing me, owning my own

style and embracing my inner
adventurer.”

Fven more of a talking point
amongst black women than

any of her outfits is, of course,
Shingai's hair. It's tucked away
for now under a protective
hairstyle, as she’s just managed

to fitin a treatment around her
busy schedule. Only recently,
exasperated by the attention her
every trichological move garnered,
Solange Knowles — the natural
hair sisterhood’s prophet of
choice — decried, “I don’t want to
talk about no damn hair, no mot”
Does Shingai ever feel as if she’s
Atlas, forced to bear the burden

of being a poster-girl to her fellow
naturalistas? “No!” she retorts.
“Ilove having fun with all the
possibilities my hair affords me.
There’s nowhere in the book that
says our hair should be like this

or that, and I don’t see getting a
weave or relaxer as copping out.
All we do with this natural vs.
relaxed debate is create a disparity
in price. It makes me sad when
girls say, I can't afford to do my

COVER
hair as the salon charges me
double because I'm natural,
and my hair takes longer to
do.”

As her publicist informs
me of the need to wrap
up the interview, I move
conversation swiftly on to
her personal life. Shingai
turns the big 3-0 later this
year, so I politely ask if ¢
she’s got any plans to mark
the milestone. “I never
think about numbers,” she
says matter-of-factly. “I'm
an in the moment type of
person. Tt feels like planning
Christmas or something —
you wouldn’t buy the turkey
now would you? I'm just
blessed by God to be here,
for every friend I've made
and for every song that
comes to me.” Fair enough. I
probe as to whether there’s
a special someone on the
scene and note with a modicum
of surprise the fact that Shingai
immediately comes over all coy.
“Erm... yes there is a special
someone but they’d be more
special if I could make more time
for them. We'll see. I can't really
give what it is a name. It's hard to
explain! Looking into my crystal
ball, I feel like there’s something
amazing in the future.” Does
that future include her popping
out a little mini-Shingai, like her
former classmate Adele, perhaps?
“Mini Shingai!” she laughs,
amused. “Oh my gosh, whoa! Let's
get the album out first. I'm just
going to embrace whatever's out
there.” She’s managed to evade
the question but I let her off the
hook and we say our goodbyes.
However, she does leave me with
this parting gambit: “I haven't
given up on the idea of love and
I do believe that my prince is out
there, so if you see him, send him
this way.” Pride readers, man the
watchtowers... @

The Noisettes’ new album Contact is
out 27th August.

PRIDE 47
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NOISETTES’ SHINGAI SHONIWA WANTS T0 PUSH
POP'S BOUNDARIES WITH THEIR NEW ALBUM

DYNAMIC DUO:
Dan Smith and
Shingai Shoniwa

says she took her lead from “character filled

\ ;: ! l \_/-J :]1 I voices who could tell a story” and cites Bowie,
B Lt (] Bk Sinatra, Kate Bush and Billie Holiday.
. She and Dan started performing as part of
espite an ever-changing band line-up, the five-piece Sonar Fly. Since forming
singer/bassist Shingai Shoniwa and Noisettes nine years ago, a variety of
guitarigt Dan Smith have been the constant  musiciang have come and gone,
clements of Noisettes since they formed “When you are working with people who
in 2003, having met as teenagers at The are good musicians,” she says, “but who
Brit School in Croydon. want to focus on a certain style, it feels
Two years ago, Shingai’s irrepressible like you’re jobbing it and that’s not how
personality and eye-popping theatricality — which we've ever done it. We always want to
has seen her hanging off balconies, climbing stay quite open.
lighting gantries and incurring several bruises, “Dan and I have always had this
strains and breaks — came to a wider audience Greatest Moments Of Pop ethos. We've
with the No 2 smash Don't Upset The Rhythm always enjoved the fun and audacity of Hel
from the sccond album Wild Young Hearts. pop music. Sometimes when you play A &
‘Now, Noisettes move up a gear with this month’s  with musicians who only want to play debu
release of their third album Contact and new rock or jazz,,, well, I just get hored wann
single Winner, with that, I like to wrap mysclf round Heid
“Everyday T wake up and I want it to be an lots of different music.” - ?Am'
adventure,” says Shingai, 30. “I've been For the new album, an:
like this since I was a kid, I feel really Noisettes returned to z,v
proud. Making this album I feel we've America where they funo
come full circle. We know what we are recorded their debut detet
about as artists and musicians and album What'’s The Time chan

eroators — we're just unafraid
Shingai, whose family come from
Zimbabwe, insists that her musical
career developed separately from het
time at Brit School, where she
studied theatre and drama varied as Lady Gaga, Muse
“There’s a lot of uncles in my family who and Babyshambles.
are quite famous African musicians,” she says. She and Dan are now confident enough
"They’d set a high bar, playing for people like Hugh  to hold their own writing with modern R&B
Masakela and Thomas Mapfumo. I grew up around tunesmiths such as Ne-Yo and the Black Eyed
1t and took it for granted, although 1 didn't really Peas producer Jean Baptiste.

Mr Wolf? Since then,
Shingai has added width
and wisdom to her
creative whirlwind as
they've toured with acts as

want to do it.I kind of got roped into it by Dan, It “We got itchy feet and wanted to get involved

felt better to make money by performing music with crazy uber-American pop guys,” explains

than running around doing odd bits of teaching, Shingai. “That’s when pop music really works

working in retail and looking for acting work. best — when it’s not trying to be one style but is
“Now my uncles are all laughing. They remind mixing things up.

me that I said music wasn’t glamourous enough, “We went into the Brill Building and sat at the

wanting to do acting instead. I just tell them a piano where 5o many great songs were written,

stage is'a stage. I think I take a bit from both The cheek of it appealed to me. We wanted to make

ploces and I put a lot of my theatrical training into - something international sounding,

liva parformancas, So avaryona’s a winner now. “Winner was written in Michael Jackson’s studio
“Because I'd been dancing onstage since I was in Westlake, LA. Our bookings had been messed up

seven, as soon as I got up there with a mic, singing  s0 we were staying in a run-down hotel. We were

was never going to be enough. Whenever 1 sing a walking round the baking streets of LA laughing

lyric, I have to bring it to life.” about our little misfortunes, because that’s the sort
When they first met, Dan had designs on making  of thing that we do. Then we wrote the song when

Shingai his girlfriend. This didn’t happen, and now  we got to the studio.

their relationship is more sister and brother. “It’s about the little triumphs in life. Anybody
“He'a alwaya looked after me” amiles Shingai. feeling a bit chubby who does an extra half mile on
“It’s great to make music with someone like that. the exercise bike can feel like a winner. You don’t
Hes been a great mentor, driving me to commit have to be Usain Bolt to feel that way.”
=full-time to music.” ® Winner is released on August 13. New album

As far as artists who have inspired her, Shingai ~ contact is out on August 27.
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Olympics? What Olympics? Joe Lycett gears
up for the Edinburgh Fringe »%5
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The Hairy Bikers’ guide to eating pies and
drinking beer while losing weight 5%

FRICAN fashion is booming.
A new generation of designers
are gaining recognition — both
because of the sheer strength of
their work and as a result of
the continent’s rising fortunes.
Aftrica was once seen only as a soutee of
inspiration for big brands — from Yves Saint

AFRICA FASHION WEEK LONDON will showcase
the world's hottest designers By Helen Jennings

Laurent’s landmark collection of raffia bead-
ed dresses in 1967 to Burberry Prorsum’s
wax prints for spring/summer 2012. But
African designers are finding customers

around the world and a thriving industry is
growing around them.

Africa Fashion Week London (AFWL)

starts tomorrow. It’s in its second year and

was the idea of Nigerian entrepreneur Ronke
Ademiluyi. ‘My aim is to create more Visi-
bility for African designers and to create a
one-stop shop for the public,” she says. “We
were expecting 500 people last year and
almost 5,000 turned up. It was something

people had clearly been waiting for.'- Q
This year AFWL showcases 60

JOHN WRIGHT

i
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Feminine womenswear: Designs by Christie
Brown; Stiaan Louw’s menswear (left) is
inspired by cultural clashes in South Africa

=y

designers, including  Adcbayo

Jones. known for his lavish
] evening and bridal wear, who will provide
B the gala finale. ‘As I was inspired by Yves

Saint Laurent, | hope my participation

will inspire young designers,” he says. The
best African designers balance global sca-

sonal

1lluminated

Shining the spotlight on

great offers for London and beyond

amexnetwork.co.uk/realiseuk

trends  with an  intelligent
reimagining of indigenous fabrics
and adornments. Ghana's Aisha
Obuobi launched Christie Brown
in 2008 and has become Accra’s
go-to girl for cffortlessly feminine
womenswear with detailing such
as covered buttons, feathers and
fringing. ‘My work is about the
beauty of simplicity,’ she says.

Stiaan Louw creates menswear
that reflects clashing cultures in his
native South Africa. His affinity for
cut and construction has matured
since he started the brand in 2008
and his most recent Olympics-
themed collection, Atletiek, fea-
tures slim, sporty suiting. ‘T want
to shift perceptions about male
archetypes while creating a global
African menswear aesthetic, he
says. ‘Fashion has the power to
inspire and transcend boundaries.”

With her label Maki Oh, Nigerian
designer Amaka Osakwe turns
indigenous textiles into sensual
pieces that evolve traditional dress
practices. She launched in 2010

¥ Follow Bel @bel_jacobs

A
A 8\
| R en
: i

and her latest collection focuses on
body-conscious  silhoucttes made
from adire, an indigo-dyed pat-
terned cloth. ‘T want to make Nige-
rians aware of their own fabrics,
which are infused with meanings
that have been passed down
through generations,” she says.
Jeffrey Kimathi, meanwhile, uses
fibres of the baobab tree for his
Jamhuri Wear luggage range.

ELEBRITIES are also

catching on. Kelis has

worn Lagos label Jewel

By Lisa, Solange Know-
les is fan of Maki Oh and Michelle
Obama is regularly seen wearing
pieces by London-based Nigerian
designer Duro Olowu.

Noisettes singer Shingai Shoniwa
(pictured on previous page) is an
avid supporter of African fashion.
“The rich colour palettes and
vibrant attitude fit well with where
the western world is at the
moment. People are turning
towards emerging markets.
There’s a more confident

Urban accessories: Patterned
iPad case by Jamhuri Wear

generation taking risks,’ she says.
The African fashion industry still
faces challenges. There’s a lack of
formal fashion education, which
means there are problems from pat-
tern-cutting and styling to market-
ing and PR. Therc’s no continent-
wide body to promote funding and
poor infrastructure slows produc-
tion and raises costs.

Olowu is optimistic. “The custom-
er must have desire for the products
on their own merit and only then
will they ask: “Oh, where was this
made?” he says. ‘There are a lot of
talented African designers showing
potential and that’s why the fashion
world is looking very hard at Africa
right now.

Africa  Fashion Week
Aug 34, Spitalfields Market
www.africafashionweeklondon.com
Noisettes’ single, Winner, out
August 13, and album, Contact,
out August 27 (Universal)
www.noisettes.co.uk

London,

Fabulous fabrics: Designs by Maki Oh and (second from right) lavish eveningwear by Adebayo Jones
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IF YOU*VE spent all your spare
change on flags or your pocket
money on Olympic Park tickets,
then you won’t have much left to
celebrate with. So here are our top
suggestions for what to do for free
during the Olympic Games.

SPORT

You should probably begin with some
light activity to get you in the right
frame of mind. The Bankside Open
Spaces Trust is hosting a pop-up mini
Qlympics until October at The
Marinorough Plaveround in Southwark
with sports including beach volleyball,
foothall. tennis, boxing and space
hoppers. There will also be street food
(bost.org.uk). At 5pm on August 11, the
Woodvale Estate in West Norwood is
holding a summer sports fest with music

and a barbecue. If you're not the sporty
type, play chess at Games, an exhibition
and series of tournaments running until
August 18 (Gallery Libby Sellers, 41-41
Berners Stret, W1, libbysellers.com).

FOOD
Post-volleyball, you'll need filling up. For
street pizza and jerk chicken, hit
Camden Lock’s new Thursday night
market from 6-10pm (Camden Lock,
NW1; camdenlockmarket.com). For
upmarket street food, try the new Made
in Rritain market at St Giles held on
Friday (11am-6pm) and Saturday
evenings (11am-5pm), Central Saint Giles
Plazza, 15t Glles High Street, WC2
(Madeinbritainmarket.com). Until

Hyde Park hottie: catch singer Shingai
Shoniwa of The Noisettes on August 9

August 12, there is free entry to the
Greenwich Festival, with theatre, dance,
and a Little Top performance tent, but
on August 11and 12 there’s a Craft Beer
Rising and Street Food Fayre event, too

(0ld Royal Naval College, King William
Walk, Greenwich, SE10, royalgreenwich.
gov.uk/festivals).

FUN

Now you'll need to watch the action.
There are multiple screens and concerts
— check out Lemar tonight and The
Noisettes on Thursday at Hyde Park —
plus chances to see Olympic medallists,
hosted by BT London Live in Trafalgar
Square, Hyde and Victoria Parks
throughout the Games (btlondonlive.
com). On Blackheath common and
Potters Field Park, there are screens
and entertainment (Shooters Hill Road,
SE3, Lewisham.gov.uk; Tooley Street,
SE1, pottersfields.co.uk) while at London
Pleasure Gardens you can watch sport
and play table tennis (Royal Victoria

& Dock, E16, londonpleasuregardens.

com). Since Russia is hosting the 2014
Winter Olympics, there’s a winter
wonderland to explore in Kensington
Gardens (free entry, russiasochipark.
com). On your travels, join the hat walk
looking out for statues with caps on
(molpresents.com/hatwalk), check in at
the Wandsworth and West India Quay
Cineworld cinemas for free tickets to
sports-themed films or play in the sand
at Camden Beach on August 11, 12, 14,
24 (Roundhouse, Chalk Farm Road, NW1,
roundhouse.org.uk/camden-beach). If
you have any energy left, stop off at the
labyrinth of books installation aMAZEme
at the Southbank Centre until August 26
(festival.london2012.com), then watch
the daily light show at the London Eye or
the evening special illuminated display
over Hungerford and Tower Bridges.
Victoria Stewart
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QUYS SHUN BIG

CHART-TOPPING  ravers
Rudimental are happy to
keéep using unknown sing-
ers because they can boss
them around.

The London lads hit No 1 in May
with Feel The Love, featuring
little-known garage singer John
Newman, 21

But despite being well-connected,
the quartet have vowed to shun star
names and keep
workine  with

unknowns. on
their  debut

album, out early next year. Plers
Ageet, 25, told me: “We prefer working
with musicians outside the main
stream.

"The trouble with big acts 15 that
they come with their own style in
place. People expect a certain sound
from them that you can’t mess with.

“We're trying to establish our own
stylo 50 Wo want to work with
singers who don’t mind fit-
ting in to what we're try- 8
ing to say. The boys are 1

WE'RE THE BOSS: Rudimental work with acts on the musical fringe

p———

NAMES

determined not to be stereotyped as a
drum’n’bass act

Kesi Dryden, 26, explained: “We had
acellist on stage at Radio 1’s Hackney
Weekend, and our dream gig would
have an orchestra behind us.”

The lads are the latest stars to
emerge from East London, after the
likes of Plan B, 28, Labrinth, 23, and
Dizzee Rascal, 27.

Hackney local Kesi mused: "You
grow up listening to all sorts of
music in Hackney - rock, dance, reg-
gae, it's all in there.

“That makes for a modern range of
influences. Music is a big melting pot
these days.” The boys are definitely

feeling the musical love.
Rudimental use HIC
Desire C with Beats Au-
dio on tour for top quality
audio on-the-go.
. TAKING a_breather
from Bloc Party has
made the band better, says
singer Kele Okereke.
New album Four comes
after a four-year break and
Kele, 30, said: “I think if
we’d made another record
after Intimacy it would
have been quite a poison-
oug head space for us all,
“Having time out was the
best thing we could have
done. If you haven’t inter-
acted with human beings
for a while you don’t know
how it’s going to feel.”

PROFILE
Nikki Murray

HAVING honed his skills playing with Leona
Lewis, 27, and Cheryl Cole, 29, talented
guitarsmith NIKkI Murray 18 striking out on his

The 28-year-old’s jangly single She’s Electric
is out now

Bucks lad Nikki told me:
friendly-feefing song that. .
Prm hoping will get stuck
in everybody's heads *
after the first listen.”

His album Strange 1 i
Life, out early next
year, will feature more
“lush, mature-sounding
tracks’

It promises to be
diverse, with con-
tributions from the
Polish ~ Philhar-
monic Orchestra
and US rapper |
Game, 32. 3

Nikki Gontinued: |
“Game Is not an
obvious fit but he |
knew my produc-
er and we got on
and got a rapport
going. Ho's sone a
Varss.on a.song called 3N
Whiskey, which i
really cool.

Game on Nikk..

It's an upbeat,

RAP star Tinchy Stryder
has so much material for
his new album Full Tank,
that he might have to rush-
release another one.
Speaking at BT House for f
BT London Live after a stonk- %
ing performance on the BT Vision

so_Full Tank is sounding really
fresh. But I've also got some-
thing else ready to go.

“I might have to put out two
albums because it's all so
different and | don't like to

mix sounds.”

But the 25-year-old
won't be pinned down to

a release date, adding:
“It's not something to be
rushed.

“Pm just excited to
bo roleasing my new
single Help Me in
September.”

All in good time 74
then,

id 3
¢ =
stage, Tinchy told me: “I write dif- A , ‘ ﬁ >
Terently and think differently now, /Skesd C ; ‘ o4
~

> Q

v Tt

DAILY STAR, Tuesday, August 7, 2012

NOISETTES are going for
Bl cold with cracking new album
B Contact, but wish Team GB
fans would start backing UK
‘bands more. %
Singer/bassist Shingai
Shoniwa, above, and guitarist
30, rocked
of BT

crowds at BT House, part
London Live in Hyde Park on the

BT Vision stage. i

Afterwards Shingai told me: “I’s

ad radio stations are just playing -
pop stars. Weneed to.
support bands, otherwise we could -
lose out on a generation of them.”

She and Dan met at the BRIT
School and have seen fellow
students Adele and Jessie J, both
24, riso to fame while they wrote
' their new album, out August 27.

. She continued: “Idon’t have

B oo R

with

A VOCAL by late R&B
star Aaliyah is set to
feature on 25-year-old
Canadian star Drake’s
song Enough Said.

But long-time Aaliyah
producer Timbaland,
40, won't be happy

He recently said: “If
Drake do it, it should be
with me and him, and
Missy Elliott

much in common with them. I feel
it's amazing to be in a band because
you can do more collaboratively.

“I wish everybody well but I
think this country needs to look
after its bands more.”

Proving their worth, recent

- single Winier went down a storm

in Hyde Park while, on the big
sereens, Team GB scored another
goldmedal 25 oL TRy
Shingai laughed: “What we do is
Olympic. We have a lot in common
eathletes,
“We do sit-ups before we go on. If
you saw the amount of sweating we
do on stage you would think we'd
been part of the Game: i
You looked glowing to me, girl.

® Visit btlondonlive.com for more .

info on BT House at BT Londoy
Live. -

19
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What: The Huffington Post UK's first

birthday bonanza.

Where: The Club at The Ivy, London.

When: Wednesday July 18, 2012. .

Who: Nancy DellOlio and Laura

Whitmore mingled, while the Noisettes,

Mr Hudson and Saint Etienne’s Pete Wiggs

kept everyone entertained. . :

Lowdown: Gucsts were treated to y THE
oo cocktails from Cointreau and Remy Martin, : : B
as well as a cake by chef Theo Randall.

THE
HUFFINGTC
HUFE POST
P

THi
HUFFING iHE
POS FRINGTON

Above: Amber Atherton, A#T & o R S TR SR Above: Nancy Dell'Olio ¥
Right: The Noisettes - . = B and Shingai Shoniwa.
belt out some tunes SR ~ WAt B Right: Laura Whitmore
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Hrmm, anyono spotting a theme hera? Not that
wa'ra likely to objaet, high on all thosa sporty

hormones. Plus, the delicious duo of Shingai
Shoniwa and the rather less exotically named
Dan Smith, have held a place in our hearts since
the genius Den't Upsst The Rhythm, This is

anothar typieally glorious mich.mach of disco,
soul and, erm, glam rock, and it's FAB!
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BY STEFANKYRIAZIS

Yay! The Noisettes are back with a new
album, Contact, on 27 August, We

?rabbnd the gorgeous Shingai Shoniwa
or a chat about men, music and

manufactured pop stars.

“I've been working! If 'm lucky, Il pop
down and get my neck poked if | stay
at a nice hotel. But the only treat

I had recently was taking my mum

for afternoon tea in Richmond Park!”

“| went to Buckingham Palace and met
the Queen. That was pretty fun. | took

ornate | didn’t want to come out of it!"
ssure to repeat the

“We're 0 lucky we can make the music

that we love. So many people hate

the direction they're pushed into to

be successful. A lot of people in the

Top 20 look pretty miserable to me!”

BRIT

idied drama?
“I was the ugly duckling, not one of
the cool music kids. | never even said
| wanted to do music but Dan
[bandmate Dan Smith] dragged me
into it anyway.”

“Hats and shoes make me happy, and
anything with colour and attitude.”

“I'm the worst! | travel everywhere

with a set of cases packed to the brim -
whether it's for two days or two weeks!” p
Have you h isaster: 2 Anyone think that, just

“If the road

wasn't ittered wit

afew

disasters it wouldn't be fun! At one
festival, my dress unzipped down to my
bum, but they gaffer-taped it back
together. You just style it out and go:
‘Look, sweeties, it's bang on-trend
haying your dress around your derriére.
right?” [Laughs.]
Nhat makes you sexy?
“Charm. A man who holds a door, or
helps with your cases when you're in
tenrinch heels. And that smile from

maybe, Snoop Dogg needs
to lay off the wacky baccy?
The dopey dawg wants to
be known as ‘Snoop Lion
after recording his reggae
album Reincarnated in
Jamaica, adding: “I have
always been a Rastafari.
Ijust didn't have my third
eye open.” Our eyes are
rolling as we consider
previous name-changers...

astranger as the lft door closes.”

“Men whe make you carry the
conversation. | don't care if he's shy or
nervous, it should be fun. Don't plonk

a girl at a table - use your imagination
and take her on a boat ride on the

Thames, or visit a beautiful park.

FROM PRINCE TO... ‘SQU
The Purple Pain changed hs name to
a symbol for “important persona
. reasons’. Obys, we just ignor
" him and kept calling him Prince.

§ & Imagination humu‘wr and charm do mm  QABDH 10, ° :;:::'mm
] B S  you have to have hope bt Fioliwashy mg'd el
41 falling that, Il ake two out of throe and i b

3 ?Tovlde the tumed‘y T):self, [Laughs.] FROM mm‘m;:l-o

5 “Mum’s the word on that one. | dont ailikes amar Thisfaled o convince us she JSC 25

g B fike to tempt fate..” & ation” 5 i ::b;“:f’rﬁw gangster-fy every single

celeb name since.

www.star-magazine.co.uk 20 AUGUST 2012 “ star 87



[image: image134.jpg]The two-piece band are back with
an album full of catchy feel-good
songs. They talk to Elisa Bray

Making

some noise
for the
Noisettes

Portrait by DAVID SANDISON

t's a scorching day and
Shingai Shoniwa, strik-
ing singer and bassist of
Ppop band Noisettes, dis-
appears into her Chelsea
flat to freshen up. Named
“Paramount Studio” by

30-year-old Shoniwa, it’s

an artistic, colourful treasure
trove filled with photographs,
random objects and costumes
—justasyou'd hope froman imag-
inative artist whose high energy

* performances are known for out

fits as outlandish as Grace Jones.
She emerges, elegant in a back-
Iess peach silk

jumpsuit, before “This is the
shomoffme THE GOALISTO % third one that
heart-shaped ANDMEET e will havere-
costume she  ASMANYAMAZING ~  jeaed in five
wore for their PEOPLEAND . years; the more
re-Olympics :- we learn the
e ALONGTHEWAY v hungry
‘TheNoisettes weareandyou .
have been hailed the “best live canhearitinthesongs.”
bandin Britain”, and costumesare Thealbumis filled with instant

as integral to the shows as the
songs. “There’salways something
you're sketching on the tour bus”,
Shoniwasays. “Idon’t think there
are enough gigs to facilitate the
stuff in our imagination.” The
otherhalfof Noisettes, joint song-
writer and friend of 15 years, Dan
Smith, nods enthusiastically.
Heisapainteraswell as multi-
instrumentalist, and the pairhave
free rein over each other's ideas-
filled notebooks. “We havefreerein
overeachother’shandbags”, jokes
Smith. "That’s why our collabora-
tion has been so good”, Shoniwa
adds. “There are so many things
you've written and dismissed and

as soon as I've heard it I've said
‘that’s got tostay™,

The duo had a Top 10 hit with
their 2009 album Wild Young
Hearts,andaNo2singlein “Don’t
Upset theRhythm (Go Baby Go)".
Their new, third, album Contact
is brimming with radio-friendly
songs, and is as colourfully eclec-
tic as their costumes, bouncing
fromitsorchestra-backed opener
to the pure 1960s girl-group pop
of “That Girl” and the mandolin-
accompanied country ballad
“RagtopCar”, “Tean'timagine that
the album wouldn’t be like that”,

says Shoniwa.

feel-good songs. The spectrum of
emotions from melancholy
(“Travelling Light”) to jovial and
the overriding carpe diem lyrics,
could be put down to the diagno-
sis of Shoniwa’s mother with
breast cancerand her recovery, all
of which happened during the
makingof the album.

After her father died whenshe
was 11, Shoniwa's mother brought
herup. NotthatShoniwa wasaware
of thesongwriting process beinga
catharticoutlet ofemotionsatthe
time. “Tamsuchasociable person,
therealityisIspend one dayevery
two or three months on my own,
andit’snotuntil thatday thatIcan

haveagood cry”, shesays. “Ithink
there were certain lyrics I was writ-
ingwhenIdidn'tknowthat partof
the usual process was helping me
deal with shock and grief. Now I
can look at a few songs and say
‘yeah, “Travelling Light” is about
forgiveness’. It was probably my
subconscious just trying to nurse
mebecause it knowsI'mnot going
togettimetodeal withthosethings
untilalotlateron.”

The single “Winner” conven-
iently coincideswith the Olympics,
and for Smith it represents forg-
ing an identity of one’s own, a

life-changing moment he experi-
encedwhen hemovedtoBrighton
and turned 30. “I started buying
old radios and threw the TV out.
That was my ‘Winner’ moment.”
They metat the BRITSchoolin
Croydon, when Shoniwa was a
15-year-old drama student (and
contemporary of Adele) and
Smith was a 19-year-old music
student, and share equal rolesin
the band - not that you'd know
fromShoniwa’sdominance in to-
day’s conversation. Their
musical connection stems from
their first meeting. “Iremember



[image: image135.jpg]really vividly - and it’s always
been this way for the last 15
years”, recalls Smith, “I'd bor-
rowed a guitar and Isatinthe
foyer playing and Shingai sat
next to me. After a while she just
started singing. and we were both
improvising and it was intuitive.
1know what she’s thinking and
she knows what I'm thinking.”
It helped that both come from
ereative, musical families.
Smith’s parents are artists, and
his harmonica-playing father
startedabluesband aged 40, jam-
ming with his old school mate

Jimmy Page, the catalyst for his
14-year-old son to turn to music.
“That was the point where I'said
‘wow, if it's that easy to get tojam
with Jimmy Page, I want to be a
musician.’ I decided there and
then: forget university.”
Shoniwa recounts the many
musical members of her family:
her uncle played trumpet with
Hugh Masekela’s band in the
1980s. For her. music was a way
oflife. “I was always waking up at
festivals backstage with all the
other kids of the festival promot-
ers. My éarliest memories are

nights at the Africa Centre.
Someone would shove aninstru-
mentinmy hands andsay ‘play!’
It wasso normal that Inever con-
sidered this a dream career. I
didn’ttake it seriously. And to be
honest I still don’t and I think
that’s why it still excites me
Shoniwa’s African roots have
found their way in many a
Noisettes song, and a highlight
forthe duo was performing at the
Lake of Stars festival in Malawi in
2010. They will once again be a
part of Damon Albarn’s Africa
Express tour this September.

Life’s peachy: Shingai
Shoniwa and Dan Smith
of the Noisettes

(main image);

Shoniwa on stage

(far left) epa CHLER

Collaborations are integral tothe
band’s never-ending quest for
musical exploration: Contact fea-
tures Ne-Yo, while they’ve worked
withartists as varied as Peaches,
1950s baritone Andre Williams,
and Patti Smith. “The goal is to
enjoy the journey and meet as
many amazing people and enter-
tain as many people as possible
along the way,” says Shoniwa.
“Anything else is a bonus.”

The Noisettes’ new single, “That
irl”, isout Monday; the album
‘Contact’follows on 27 August
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Styled by Nathalie Riddle

Shingai wears
crystal bodice,
£12,600, Dolce &
Gabbana at Harrods
(020 7730 1234).
Bangle, £55, Pebble
(pebblelondon.com).
Dan wears blazer,
£895, Maison
Martin Margiela

at Selfridges (0800
123400). Shirt,
tieand trousers,
Dan’s own

0UD & PROLD

He may have once been besotied with her, but Dan Smith, one half of Noisettes,
has put any amorous feelings for his formidable bandmate Shingai Shoniwa
behind him as the pair take their ferocious pop to the world, says Laura Barton
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dress, price on request, McQ
(alexandermcqueen.co.uk/mcq).
Necklace, price on request,
Alice Menter (alicementer.co:uk)
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NOISETTES

M hree weeks ago, London played :
host to the extravagantly planned :
BT River of Music — a weekend-
long run of 76 free concerts, with :
musicians representing all 204 :
Olympic nations. Headlining the :
Africa Stage at the Pleasure Gar- :
dens in Docklands were Noisettes, '
the London duo earning their slot :
by virtue of singer and bassist

Shingai Shoniwa’s Zimbabwean heritage.

The pair took to the stage with gusto,
guitarist Dan Smith quite the modern rocka- :
billy in white jacket and leopard-print shirt, :
while Shoniwa stood resplendent in gold skirt
and giant heart-shaped bodice. As they rattled
through hits such as ‘Never Forget You’ and
‘Don’t Upset the Rhythm’, Shoniwa was capti- :
vating: sprawling across the drum Kit, casting '
come-hither glances towards the audience,
and moving with a strut and ferocity that some-
how called to mind the swagger of Iggy Pop

. and the electric presence of Grace Jones. Here,
¢ you couldn’t help but conclude, was a band
: that knows how to set a night on fire.

This afternoon, they are alittle more muted,

: ensconced in wing-back chairs in an opulent
: hoteljust off Wimbledon Common. ‘We haven’t '

PLAGE. [FEEL AS MUCH
ALLEGIANCE TO PLACES IN
/IMBA

really had a break since the last album,’ says
Smith. He holds your gaze lightly and speaks :
softly. “We’ve gone straight from touring the :
last one to writing this one. But we got to go to
some nice places to do it...’ "
Shoniwa, the more garrulous of the pair, :
barrels headlong into the conversation: ‘We’ve :
been to Malawi, we went to Romania twice
We did some stuff in a shed in Stratford-upon-

. Avon, and we did some writing in Brussels.’ :
. She believes the effect of all this globetrotting :

on their music has been tangible. ‘I don’t think :
I would write those kinds of lyrics or come :
up with those kinds of melodies if I hadn’t :

¢ travelled so much,’ she says. ‘I never feel tied 5
. toany one place. I feel just as much allegiance :

to places in Malawi, or Zimbabwe, or Brooklyn,
or San Francisco, or South London.’
Now aresident of Chelsea, Shoniwa grew up

¢ on a council estate in Brockley, raised by her
. mother after the death of her father when she :
¢ wasjust11. Froman early age she seems to have :
. been instilled with a sense of performance:
. attending shows at The Africa Centre, jamming '
: with her musician uncles, working as a bur-
¢ lesque dancer in Lost Vagueness and dreaming
¢ of becoming an actress or joining the circus.
. Every fibre of her being seems charged with
¢ drama: she moves with the air of one who
i knows she is being watched; when she speaks !
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it is with a certain lavishness, a haughty half-
purr that will suddenly become a screech or a
billowing laugh.

Smith, the son of a Trinidadian poet mother
and Scottish painter father, hails from Croydon
but now lives in Brighton. He is rum, in a quiet
way, providing the dry one-liners that mop up
Shoniwa’s occasional verbosity. Since they met
at The BRIT School in Croydon 14 years ago,
their friendship has weathered some difficult
moments: two years ago, for instance, a
uabble (soon remedied, never discussed)
almost threatened to break up the band. Smith
has spoken of having ‘fancied the s*** out of’
Shoniwa, and once described their relation
ship as ‘a dysfunctional love affair that never
came to fruition’. Shoniwa een linked to
Jack Pefiate and EastEnders actor Mohammed
George, and then there have been her musical
<affairs’ — guest vocals on Dennis Ferrer’s 2009
house hit ‘Hey Hey’, performances with Dizzee
Rascal, Annie Lennox and Jools Holland. But
today the pair, who are in their thirties, insist
they are something akin to brother and sister,
with an intimate knowledge of each other’s
thoughts and instincts.

Spending a while in their company, it is easy
to sense the awe and tenderness Smith feels
for his musical partner; squint a little harder
and you might see, too, that beneath Shoniwa’s
peacockery there is a real dependence and
trust in the man she calls her ‘rock’. And per-
haps it is this sense of trust that bolsters the
ban ck of musical inhibition — what defines
Noisettes’ songwriting is a willingness to hop
between styles, moods and genres, drawing
on Afropop one minute and lush stringarrange-
ments the next, before settling into a rootsy,
pared-down mandolin number. ‘I like that
balance, with different emotions to visit,
explains Shoniwa. ‘I've always got the eternal
optimist in me who likes to write anthems,
fist-in-the-air songs. That's always going to be
somewhere on our albums. And there’s always
goingtobe a lot of playful metaphor; you can’t
run away from them when you come from a big
African family, where everything is proverbs
and metaphors. You can convey quite firm mess-
ages by mollycoddling them in metaphor.”

‘When she’s on stage (often barefoot, ‘so1can
feel the temperature of the stage’), she says she
is trying to read the audience’s mood, altering
each show’s ingredients to
suit the flavour of the night.
‘Often there’s a spiritual
presence in me that tells me
what to do, as if I'm just a
vehicle for whatever needs to
come out,’ she adds. ‘I like
to feel I can reach as many
people as possible and make
everybody feel included. I
always want it to be one of
those legendary nights,
where everybody’s in love
with the pos

One of their new album
Contact's stand-out tracks s -l
the gentle, sweet ‘Rag Top
Car’, with its late-night feel
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good memories for the people
ME WHAT ‘who spent time withme. [ dream

Shingai wears jacquard Lurex dress, £550, Kenzo (kenzo.com). Pom-pom necklace, £145, Pebble
(pebblelondon.com). Shoes, £635, Christian Louboutin (020 7491 0033). Dan wears blazer, £980,
Alexander McQueen at mrporter.com. Shirt, trousers, belt and shoes, Dan’s own

and dusky vocals. It was written driving
around LA one evening, and is a tribute to
their abiding friendship: “To all the times you
weren’t sure if you were going to make it this
far,” Shoniwa explains, with a warm glance
towards Smith. Their chemistry has the gentle
steadiness ofa rich and tender friendship; he
ebbs as she flows. ‘One of my first memories
of meeting Shingai was watching a rehearsal
bysome guys who were in The Feeling,’ Smith
rémembers. ‘I was so shy, I had never danced
in front of anyone before, but then suddenly
Shingai said, “Let’s dance!” and grabbed me.
And that was the first time I felt that with
Shingai [ could just do anything.’
‘Aw,’ she says. ‘Don’t, you'll make me cry?’
I wonder what Smith gives Shoniwa in
return. ‘I've always been a dreamer,’ she
‘leplies, and Dan’s always been posi-
tive and assertive and
o ,/be sensitive in making
B those dreams come true.’ If
her reply seems understated,

it is not for want of feeling;
when it comes to speaking

THERES A oo ller, s atiermet

SP[R HUAL muted, the truth s

1gs out.
And what other dreams does

PRESENCE INME  the band have? ‘rd like to not

iwa says.
ring of

TU DU 10 not be afraid of doing what’s
right by the people [love.’ Smith
adds: ‘And we'd like to do a gig
on the back of a comet, flying
through space.’ ES
Their new single “That Girl’ is out
on 13 August; Contact on the 27th

6n tl;e to;n

Favourite pub?
Shingai: The
Amersham Arms in
New Cross. It’s run by
this amazing woman
in her nineties.
Favourite club
night?

S: Brixton Recreation
Centre on a bank
holiday  it’s full of all
ages and goes all the
way through the night
Reading?

Dan: The Italian by
Ann Radcliffe. Written
in 1797, it’s about

the Inquisition. The
language feels really
contemporary, and it
has such beautiful
dialogue.

Favourite new band?
S: United Vibrations:
three brothers from
Deptford playing
psychedelic jazz and
soul, and rappers who
come on with them.
What do you sing in
the shower?

S: ‘Whereis Love?”
from Oliver, as well as
Earth, Wind & Fire.
D: Opera. T hate opera,
but 1 like singing it in
the shower.

FOUNDATION. SHOT ON LOCATION

USE HOTEL (020 8879 1464 CANN
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Jake  @ARIEL B
Bugg - UJM@ LE
aste It. l

Aspoton | \?’vm‘;
pigcoof 1§ W E‘t Zi &
retro from 2 L%
the old soul

that is 18-year-old Jake
Bugg, above. Fusing
vocal moan of Bob Dylan
with the shambling popp:
‘aesthetic of The Who an
The Kinks, this manages to
be an absolute throwback
while still feeling fresh and
exciting. Already inviting
comparisons with Alex
Turner, the future 160ks
rosy for this lad from
Nottingham. 45
GEORGE MICHAEL -
White Light. A pulsating
beat and a heavy dose of
vocoder render George
positively robotic on
comeback. Oh, and the vid
features Kate Moss. 3
PALOMA FAITH —

30 Minute Love Affair.
Bouncy synths give this
poignant ballad an eightios
atmoophore. From Falth's
Fall To Grace album. 3.5
AIDEN GRIMSHAW —
Curtain Call. One of the

more musically
adventurous of the X
Factor alumni, Grimshaw
has croated something
genuinely uplifting on this
glistening piece of
&lectro-pop. 4
JUSTIN BIEBER - As Long
As You Love Me. Trying
painfully hard to be cool
on this dubstep-tinged
track, the fragile croak of
adolescence still rings
through Bieber’s voice
making all attempts at

nipness fruitiess. 25
THE NOISETTES - Winner.
Spares, biting

instrumentals build up to a
jubilant chorus on a track
that is oh-so relevant
during this period of
Olympics success. 3
DJANGO DJANGO - Hail
Bop. Imitating a kind of
Californian insouciance,
this jangling, discordant
track rambles on with all
the energy of a full-time
beach bum. 3
DIPLO - Express Yourself.
This is Diplo’s take on
bounce - a frenetic form of
hip hop that hails from
New Orleans. Expect your
heart rate to involuntarily
rise during the track. 3.5
KYARY PAMYU PAMYU -
Pon Pon Pon. A
wonderfully
manufactured-sounding
piece of top class J-Pop
rom Harajuku girl Kyary.
The video for this has to
be seen to be believed. 4
BOPRY COSYNS
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these now and Winner to the stripped-back, almost a cappella Ragtop
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DESIGNER DURD OLOWU'S
JOYQUS FASHION HAS WON
HIM FANS IN IMAN, MICHELLE

OBAMA AND SHINGAI SHONHWA,

WHO HE STYLES HERE

WORDS HELEN JENNINGS _PHOTOGRAPHY SHIBA HUIZER




[image: image144.jpg]uro Olowu s sipping Earl Grey
in Fortnum & Mason's tea salon,
D a delightfully peaceful bastion
of British society where the
only:sounds to reverberate off
the gilt walls are murmured conversations and
atinkling of china. Today it's providing us with
refuge from London's incessant summer rain
while we discuss the designer’s inspirations:
“When people ask me about my influences
I'don't say something like ' was inspired by
Kate Moss walking through Hyde Park’
because | wasn't, you know!"

Far fromit. It's a short walk fromhere to his
Londen boutique, which is filled with some of
hisfavourite objets trouvés from around the
world. Books on Helmut Newton and Guy
Bourdin sit onshelyes. Small brass hands that
used toradornroyal horses in Morecco hang
off necklaces. Studio photography of 1960s
Malian beatniks by HamidouMaiga and
orientalist oil paintings line the walls.

The space.is reminiscent of anexhibition
he curated at the Salon 94 gallery in New York
earlier in theiyear, where photography,
sculptures, furniture and even a giant
Ghanaian coffin in the shape of a Nikon
camera all happily squeezed in together.

A few of his own womenswear pieces, stich as
aprecision-cut tailcoat in iridescent and floral
fabrics, melted smoothly into this noisy
landscape of colours and textures. ‘It was
about getting people to see that the world is
small and that creative people tend to have
astream of consciousness; says Olowu."The
exhibitionwas crazy but harmonious. I'd love
torepeat it in London or Lagos”

From sedate cafés to ordered chaos,
the extremes of his favoured environments
givean insight into Olowu's multicultural
background and stylistic approach. ‘| grew up
travellingalot so | love many different things
he says. “My work now is about authenticity.

I thrive on the visual overload of juxtaposing
colours and prints and aim to make clothes for
the international free spirit.’ e=—




[image: image145.jpg]packer that my wife makes fun of me. But let's
be honest, our lives are unpredictable, so
I don't like being unprepared however short
the trip. You can't show up at a smart event in
the clothes you got off the plane in. Well, you
can - but | think dressing smart is important”
Although his references change each
season - previously he's roamed through
South American gauchos, Billie Holiday, 4
Miriam Makeba and Jimi Hendrix - Olowu is not
tempted to constantly reinvent himself or be
led by trends. Instead his fashion is ageless
and aimed at empowering the sensual woman.
There is a depth and warmth to his clothes,
whichare built to be cherished and
rediscovered year on year. The prints may
bamboozle at first glance but take a closer
look and it's clear there is a discipline to the
combinations that's guaranteed to put a spring
inyour step when they hang on your back. The
Duro look is an evocative, progressive one that
matches its maker - a thoughtful, understated
man of the world who doesn't let ego or avarice
cvu ride his hands-on, handmade aesthetic.
As such, he's quick to reject the title
thrust upon him by the May/June 2012 issue of
'Uomo Vogue, which hailed him as “Nigeria's
most famous fashion designer” The special
edition - spearheaded by editor-in-chief
Franca Sozzani - was dedicated to those
who are "Rebranding Africa’ The feature on
Olowu ran alongside interviews with everyone
from presider ) popstars. “There were
alot of people in there that readers had
never heard of, which is good because in
the context of Africa, it's often just me, or
Marcus [Samuelsson] or David [Adjaye],
but it's a whole continent, you know!

ADVANCETO GO
In the build up to the African issue, Olowu met
with Sozzani in Lagos, on her trip around Africa
with the United Nations in her role as goodwill
ambassador for Fashion 4 Development
Sozzani's aim is to help women on the
ent by promoting fashion manufacturing
and skills-building as well as publicising
qutmgdes igners. Olowu introduced her

o local talent and textiles and has come on
hcm d to make a line under his own name
shion 4 Development.

ranca’s heart is in agreat place. When she
went to Lagos she met with al he designers
d was open - no pretentions; he says.

th the lines put together for Fashion 4
Development, what Franca and | agreed on is
that the customer must have a desire for
the products on their own merit. Only then
they ask‘Oh, where was this made?'It's
agreat coming together of smaller and bigger

PRIVATE COJ
/ COATANDDRESS, BOTH ~
-~ POA/BOTH DURO OLOWU
SHORS, £675 CHRISTRAN ——+
—1OUBOUTIN . :
HIS PAGE:
¢ EARRINGS, DURO'S
_PRIVATE COLLECTION

" capp, xmusagn /

DUROOLOWU
SHOES, £465, CHRISTIAN
~ LOUBQUTIN

labels to create quality pieces to be sold in
key stores. It's not just a fad
Olowu has always maintained strong
connections to the Nigerian fashion scene and
s impressed by jvances fashion from
Africahas made ent years. ‘Thereis a lot
of talent in Nigeria, in all of Africa. We complain
ab he economy and times being tough but
| think part of it is that the audience just isn't
excited any more. There's no dream to buy that
hat ready been sold to us. But there are
young African designers, like Maki Oh, who
come out with collections based on a dream
dwhose creative vision is clear. There is so
much potential right now and | know big brands
and investors are looking very hard at Africa!
One sign of this investment is Alara, a new
concept store set to open inLagos. Olowu has
put his weight behind entrepreneur Reni
Folawiyo's project by helping to enlist Adjaye to

o

% puvnswnuumsusms

(ASQUA AND DERMATOLOGICA

PHOTOGRAPHER'S ASSISTANTASHEEY-BYAM
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lesign the buildi ing rail spa
a\mgmde aran rnational
fashion, furnitus st time I'm

going to be stocked inNige on't care
if people buy my cl
me it's about young designers walking into tF
amazing space and feeling inspired by beai
design objects. Tha at Nigeria
The first collecti
will probably be
He's looking forwar
Week in New York this Sept:
aheavy heart, as his mother has just pas
away. "You think you're prepared for it but
you're not at asigh.“Losing
her has

tFa
- albeit with
d

very tiring time but
inspiring one, because so much of me has
come from her. This new collection is about
placement, meaningful prints and keepi
it simple. This collectionis for her’ ®
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Raised in Lagos during the 19705, Olowu's
Jamaican mother was his first style icon. "My
mother was an individual. She embraced my
father’s Nigerian culture and would always mix
things up. She'd wear costume jewellery
with a Gucci scarf and a skirt made by a
local tailor. When she got dressed it was
instinctual, it wasn't too drawn out. And
| think that's a valuable lesson. My clothes
are about making it easier for women!

He was as much influenced by traditional
Nigerian dress, with its formal structures
and larger-than-life prints, as he was by
visits to his mother’s side of the family.
"My uncles always looked very smart in
their Sunday best while my cousins would
show me that Trenchtown reggae style
My upbringing s all reflected in my work!

HEN DURO MET SHINGAI

When ARISE asked Duro Olowu who he wanted to model his autumn/winter 2012 collection for
our shoot, he chose Noisettes frontwoman Shingai Shoniwa. On set, it was magic.

D: We met once before by chance,

last year, when we were both dining in

| arestaurant - because we were both
there so late our tables sort of merged.
| 5:We began by complimenting one
another’s outfits.

D: You had a great hat on.

S: Oh yes, that was the beginning of
my hattitude phase!

D:1love your music. You have an
incredible voice that haunts you and
lifts your spirit but you don't take

| yourself too seriously. You concentrate
on entertaining people and do it with such joie de
vivre. You have style, grace and poise and a very
special talent. And you leave an impression, which
is what | try to do with my clothes.

-~

Like his father, Olowu studied lawin London
but would secretly buy fashion books instead
of legal ones. Eventually he gave up a life
litigating in favour of teaching himself fashion
He spent ayear in Paris, eager to share the
same air as his heroes Yves Saint Laurent and
Azzedine Alaia and then returned to London,
where he met his first wife, shoe designer

-. Elaine Golding, They set up the label and store

Olowu Golding in the mid 1990s in west London
and enjoyed considerable success.

After the couple divorced (It was agood
marriage, while it lasted; he says) Olowu
established his eponymous line for spring/
summer 2004 with a capsule collection
of voluminous empire-line dresses based
on the Yoruba boubou. What has since become
known as the ‘Duro dress’ was aninstant hit
with press and customers alike and before he'd
even had his first catwalk show, Olowu won the
New Generation Designer award at the British
Fashion Awards in 2005 and was soon being
stocked at Barney's in New York and Maria
Luisa inParis

He went on to become a sought-after
ticket at London Fashion Week and gathered
many other accolades, among themthe
Best International Designer award at Africa
FashionWeek in 2010. And despite ano-fuss,
anti-celebrity approach to fashion, still the great
andgoodinvest inhis clothes. ShalaMonrogue,
Iman, Bethann Hardison and Iris Apfel all count
themselves as fans, as does a certainMichelle
Obama, who has worn his work at several
important public appearances.

St | was first introduced to your work in
2010 when | saw Michelle Obama wearing
one of your dresses. | just thought “Oh my
god, we [Africans] have arrived” And today
when | put your clothes on for the shoot,
it felt very natural. They embrace every
aspect of being an international woman.
There's something about the afrocentric
colours and art influences that make
me feel confident and able to inspire
other women. What genius!

D: ' not a genius, just a hard-working boy.
S: The genius is in the details and the
original ways in which the fabrics are put together.

We are a match made in heaven.

Read about Shingais favourite things on page 30.

‘ ‘ y mother was an

individual. She'd wear
costume jewellery witha
Gucci scarf and a skirt
made by a local tallor"

“We've never met but we communicate
through her office. And my wife [Thelma
Golden, chief curator of The Studio Museum
inHarlem] is on the White House Arts
Committee, so they're usually staring each
other’s outfits up and down at functions; he
laughs. “No, but she’s wonderful. It's the
greatest compliment when someone like
that buys your clothes and thinks, Ok,
| need this inmy life! There are lots of very
famous actresses and incredible artists
who make requests [for loans] but I don't
do that red carpet thing’

FINE AND DANDY

Due to the enthusiasm shown for his work in
the US, Olowu made the leap over the pond for
New York Fashion Week autumn/winter 2011
He now has a home and studio inHarlem and
hosts presentations each season. "l like New
York, it's a vibrant city that embraces
possibilities. If you can deliver consistently,
you're in. Simple. The New York fashion
industry is commercial but that's why they
also appreciate difference!

And Olowu has difference in abundance.
His autumn/winter 2012 collection was
inspired by Egon Schiele's Self Portrait
With Peacock Waistcoat and the painting's
striking resemblance to Jean-Michel Basquiat
Statement pieces, made with his signature
collage of vintage, bespoke and couture
fabrics, layer to form an eloquent, daredevil
collection. Frock coats, shift dresses, maxi
skirts and cloaks swirl with paisley, harlequin,
cubist, floral and camouflage, all set against
arelief of clean, black woollen suiting.

“I've taken a Viennese, feminine dandy style
from Schiele and mixed it with Basquiat's
sense of colour and construction to create
different shapes and dimensions; he explains.
“Winter is a time when you feel like you want
tobe protected but you also need a bit of joy.
The linings are silk so each piece looks and
feels as nice on the inside as it does on the
outside. And if you leave a colder continent -
and go ahotter one, all you have to do is take
one layer of !

For someone whose collections, life and
inspirations are so nomadic, Olowu admits to
being bad at travelling light. “/m such a terrible
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Femi’s anamazing
guitarist and afro-jazz
musician. His album

Orin Meta has a tropical
but emotional and tender
rainbow of sound. When

I'm driving through
London's traffic I need
something that can calm
me downalittle bit.
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My favourite things...

SHINGAI SHONIWA

Noisettes frontwoman Shingai Shoniwa reveals her simple pleasures in

| life. The band's new single Winner is out August 13 and the album Contact
follows on August 27. Check out the London-based Zimbabwean singer
modelling for Nigerian designer Duro Olowu on page 66.

«® DIVA

DIVA TRAVELLING
SetinParis, this 1980 Ilove playingatsundown  Ignorance s the
arthouse flickisabouta  inastarry-lit sky but first spark of fearing
postman,adevotedmusic  then there's something something you don't
fanwho'sobsessedbyan  amazing about going understand. Asa
Africanoperasinger.She  onstage during the day, musician | constantly
believes thatrecordingis  whenallof the children need o be travelling
sacrilege and music are out and everyone andinspiring myself.
should be experienced goes out in fancy dress. Ilove getting out there
Ithas some lovely lyrics Inthe day there's andlearning more

andphilosophies nit somethingforeveryone,  about the world.
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POP
The Noisettes

Hyde Park, London .

By BENWALSH

“Go baby, go baby go, don’t upset the
rhythm, though,” screeches Shingai
Shoniwa above the roats of the crowd
cheering on Ben Ainslie’s gold in the
sailing and a sublime Andy Murray
backhand in the tennis. Ah intimate
and appreciative congregation witness
ablistering and truncated set from the
slender Shoniwa and het polished out-
fit, led by guitarist Dan Smith, onateeny
stage in the corner of Hyde Park, which
is home to thousands taking in the
©Olympics on numerous big screens.

A defiantly non-diva-like Shoniwa
spunkily sings over the Union Jack
wavingsport fanatics, tearing through
the Noisettes’ most recognisable hits,
plus a sassy Kinks cover (“Sunny
Afternoon”) and two of the perkier
tracks, “That Girl” and “Ragtop Car”,
from their upcoming, all-important
third album, Contact. Theirsecond, the
unfussy, Phil Spector-like, Wild Young
Hearts, received enthusiastic reviews
and two of the record’s songs (“Wild
Young Hearts” and “Don’t Upset the
Rhythm”) have been used on commer-
cials: skincare and motors.

‘This pop/R&B act don’t make music
to scare the horses. They sing about
friendship, hangovers; broken hearts
and first loves, witha tiny hint of mel-
ancholy onsongssuchas “Wild Young
Hearts": “I'm not what I was last sum-
mer/ Not who Iwas in the spring.”

Potent singer : Shingai Shoniwa of ’l'he Noisettes JAEFF!OMO‘HONS/REX FEATURES

The 30-year-old Shoniwa, who is
sporting dazzling bronze-coloured
butterfly wings (when she gets too hot
she flings them off in the direction of
the keyboardist) on her back and a
rockabilly curl in her hair, is the abso-
lute focus of the slightly surreal 3pm
show. At one stage, the potent singer
claws at her audience and purrs at us
like Eartha Kitt; later on, she demands
that a burly security guard carry her
on his shoulders through the crowd
during their fragrant lost-love number
“Never Forget You” with the memora-
blelyric “Wejust got swallowed up/ By
the whole damn world”. At another

point, thebarefoot chanteuse exclaims
“the stage is cooking my feet”, and her
gallant guitarist duly places down a
‘mat for her baking toes, but Shoniwa
bounces off it and into the crowd.

‘The Londoner is an ebullient, infec-
tious performer and her jazzy lilt on the
new upbeat single “That Girl” is a high-
light here. It's asimple pop delight that
wouldn'tsound outofplaceonaRonettes
setlist. Their other new song, “Ragtop
Car”, with Smith’s exquisite mandolin
accompaniment, recalls JJ Cale.

1t’s a brief, giddy pop performance
fromapleasingly unaffectedband, with
agold-standard star turn in Shoniwa.
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The Sunvshone and Olympic fever seemed to finally take hoid as musicimgs represenzing every contineni played across London

BT RIVER OF MUSIC
VARIOUSVENUES

AFTER the worst of times seem to come the best
of times. London is a capricious city, with a mood
that turns on the head of a pin. The weeks
running up to the 2012 Games have exposed the
worst characteristics of the capital: grey, rain-
sodden, cynical, paranoid, obsessed with maney,
overcrowded, enslaved to fragjle transport
systems, hypocritically disdainful of newcomers,
ever on the brink of collapse.

But with a flick of a light switch in the sky, the
Olympic torch arrived to streets spilling over with
neighbourly excitement, a skinny Kilburn mod on
a bike trouncing the French and, along the
shimmering Thames, the finest musicians from
around the world gathering to play for free in the
squares and gardens of the city’s crown jewels.

BT’s River of Music was one of the neater ideas
of the Olympic cultural jamboree: a weekend of
free concerts along the Thames, with each stage
representing a continent. There were some huge
names: on the Asia stage, Zakir Hussain, the
world’s greatest living tabla player; on Europe,
Portuguese fado icon Mariza; and on Africa, a
triumvirate of legends in the shape of South
African trumpeter Hugh Masekela, Senegalese
superstar Baaba Maal and the Benin diva
Angelique Kidjo.

But to avoid the waft of mung beans and
Birkenstocks that still lingers over some notions
of world music, the organisers mixed up these
global luminaries and exotic maestros with more
tangential associations and collaborations.

On the Americas stage there was a delicious
frisson in the Scissor Sisters representing their
homeland when outside of their New Yor]
stomping ground, the disco-loving pop
provocateurs are considered underground
oddballs rather than team captains. Britain has
always been much more welcoming to their

Rockin® all over the

worid: clackwise from

main, the Scissor
Sisters on the
Americas stage;

Mariza (Europe); Staff
Benda Bilili (Africa);
Bardic Divas (Asia);

and Wantok Musik
Sing Sing (Oceania)

o6

The Scissor

Sisters
brought on
two cuddly

Beefeaters

who played
air guitar

Shears sprinted for his life while Ana Matronic

Our critics’ picks of the weckend
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clever blend of musical homage and theatrical
heresy and they repaid their welcome with a full-
throttle show that had grannies, leather queens |
and Yeoman Warders whooping with delight. Like |
a crack synchronised swimming team, they ‘
presented effortless, technicolour exuberance on
the surface while busting a gut underneath with
the tightness of their delivery and wonderful
attention to detail.

In splendidly Tower-themed outfits, Jake

delivered fabulous wisecracks involving heads -
rolling and dead queens, before bringing on two
giant cuddly Beefeaters who played air guitar.

Up the road at Greenwich, in their tribal body
paint and wreathes, Polynesian supergroup
Wantok Musik Sing Sing looked as if they had
just made land after voyaging not just across the
oceans but forward in time through thousands of
years. So it came as a shock when thunderous
stomping and chanting switched into Samoan
rapping and back again into haunting bamboo
flutes. There isn’t much that hasn’t been heard in
London before but this surely came close and a
bit more of an introduction from the compéres

|

would have gone a long way to illuminating this
densely nuanced show.

Conversely, Shingai Shoniwa of the Noisettes
couldn’t shut up on the Africa stage, nervously
filling the time in the awkward transitions
between her band’s indie rock plod and some
delicate singing from two Malawian orphans.

As at every stage 1 visited, the audience — a
utopian mix of multicultural, family-friendly,
open-minded Londoners — gamely cheered,
although you got the feeling they would have
cheered a busker playing the greatest hits of Black
Lace on a kazoo as long as the sun kept shining.

The Congolese street band Staff Benda Bilili
were the perfect headliners for this exposed,
dusty, post-industrial corner of the Thames,
transforming it into a wild night in downtown
Kinshasa with their pure, joyous groove”

In a crowning moment, the near miracle of
watching a man on crutches breakdancing
inspired the whole crowd to organise themselves
into a perfectly coordinated line-dance, toasting a
perfect moment of global togetherness before
skipping home on the perfectly coordinated
public transport. ;

From the standard of the food to the friendly
security, flawless organisation, gorgeous sites and
minimal branding, this was the best music
festival I have ever been to in the capital. If this
was a dress rehearsal for the sporting festival to
come it couldn’t have been better, framing
London at its best. Perhaps the Olympic magic
has finally arrived. /
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Glamour and practicality rolled into
one. This elegant sun hat will look
fantastic while protecting your face
and rieck from the sun's harmful
rays this sumnmer. With an extra-
wide brim, the hat is lightweight,
cool, comfortable, crushable, and

even reversible. One style suits
avearv occa<ion - smart or caciial

Reversible, crushable, packable sun
protection hat - only £1495 inc. p&p

Look great - whatever the occasion
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‘I constantly refresh
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images that inspire me’
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Above and left: Shingai's essential moisturising
it; below]  palette of pastels and bunt orange

Clockwise from fop right: tols of her musical rade; show heels;
the perfoct foundation; Shingai’s fashion and beauty moodboards
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BEAUTY
JUNKIE

Noisettes’ Shingai Shoniwa
takes beauty inspiration from

Hollywood’s golden age

1 was a tomboy when I was

younger, whereas my twin was very

glamourous and encouraged me to

experiment with beauty. I'm inspired
by silver screen sirens such as Lana Turner and
Joan Crawford and fuse that with my Afro
decadence to create individual looks

1 exfoliate with St. Ives Apricot Scrub and
steam my face once a week — it really helps
hydrate my skin. I can't live without Astral
Moisturising Cream, and my friend Luella
also makes amazing shea butter for me.

There are great brands making products for
black skin now, Lancome in particular, as well
as Georgio Armani Face Fabric Second Skin.

When I'm performing I consider my mood
and outfit, and if is an intimate venue I will
accentuate my eyes with Estée Lauder Double
Wear Zero Smudge Liquid Eyeliner, and tone
down my lips — microphones have a tendency
to smear off lipstick!

I love gold and anything that warms my
skin, offsetting it with matce pastels and burnt
oranges. Vaseline Lip Therapy is my essential.

When touring I get a weave or braids that
will last so I can create different hairstyles, but
if I have time off I wear my hair naturally, the
carly '90s Whitney Houston wave being my
ultimate style. If 'm using heat on my hair,

I protect it with Moroccanoil first.

As a bass and guitar player, having
manicured nails is a treat  they chip so
easily when I'm performing that T don't do
it often. I constantly refresh moodboards
with fashion and beauty images that inspire
me — 1 get ideas from everything.
< Noisettes' single That Girl and album
Contact are out now
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exotic twist, Noisettes return with
an album that feels nothing short
of beautiful. It's an eclectic mix of
emotions with hints of uplifting,
funky beats that'll get your mood
shining like the morning sun. Known
for their enthralling performances,
Noisettes don't disappoint - not
even after a two-year break.
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NOISET IS FORTNIGHT!
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The Noisettes have taken a three-
year break since the highly
successful launch of last album
Wid Young Hearts.

That release, which arrived in
2009 on Vertigo/Mercury,
contained hits such as Never
Forget You and Don't Upset The
Riythm - made extra famous by
its use in a commercal for the
Mazda 2.

Now the band, fronted by BRIT
school buddies Dan Smith and
agile lead singer Shingai Shoniwa,
are back with an LP they hope will
be filled with plenty more chart
smashes. In advance of is release
they've already clocked up some.
prestigious performances, including

The Diamond Jubilee Festival in
Battersea Park in June, the BT
River of Music (for the Olympic
Games) and BT London Live in
Hyde Park earler this month.

Contact is released this week on
Universal/Absolute, and was
recorded in the US.

Track Traveling Light was record-
ed Simon & Garfunkel's studio in
the US with August Rigo (Justin
Bieber, Musia Souichid). Winner
and Never Enough were created
with willi.am songwriter Jean
Baptiste, whilst R&B superstar Ne-
Yo contributed to the composition
of Star and Free.

‘Smith says: *1 guess we'e slowly
been leaming the craft of produc-

tion and songwriting over the peri-
od of our whole career. Starting
with absolute zero in the beginning,
We now have a very strong grip on
how to make things sound the way
we hear them in our heads.”

Explains lead singer Shoniwa:
“Some bands have a onesize-its
all mantra approach... They get
together because they share identi-
cal musical tastes, then never do
anything different.

“We're two dives with different
record collections who constantly
introduce each other to new
sounds, whether its African music,
jazz, our own modern hybrid of soul
music or new adventures in dance
music, there always remains the
spirit of rock ‘' roll without the:
clichés. For us, making music
means keeping our ears open.”
‘The dynamic duo will head out
ona headiine UK tour in November

ESSENTIAL INFO

RELEASES

Aug 13 Lead single: That Gir

Aug 27 Album: Contact

LABEL

MONO-RA-RAMA/ Absolute Marketing,
Markgabsolutemarketing couk
MANAGEMENT

John Arison, SEG
john.arison@segintemational.com
LIVE

01/09 Jamie Olver' Big Feastival with
Alex ames, Oxfordshire

12111 02 Acaderny, Oford

13/11 Koko, London

T4/11 HMV Ritz,Manchester

15/11 0ran Mor,Glasgow

in a bid to wow audiences with their
live repertoire that eamed them the
“best live band in Britain” accolade:
from The Guardian.
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In a nutshell: You'll be very known for their quirky hits
familiar with The Noisettes and this still flips from a big

if you've ever had, “Go orchestra, to the Macy Gray-
baby, go baby go, don't esque Travelling Light, and
upset the rhythm stripped back Ragtop Car.
though," stuck in your Our fave s the upbeat,
head ona never-ending jazzy That Girl, the first
loop. Now, singer Shingai single, which'll have you
Shoniwa and guitar man snapping your fingers and
Dan Smith are back with looking like an extra from
album number three. Grease. It might be a little
What's it like? The cheesy in places, but this is still
duo are stillimpossible agreat bluesy-pop foot-stomper.
topigeonhole, they're %% % @deborah_heat

98 WWW HEATWORLD.COM
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The continent that is ﬁnally daring to dream
‘&R/T E::r:ilgplzifrflzr’el‘h: l(l)tbl;erver,

along with many other news
organisations, has spent much time
over the past 50 years detailing Africa’s
struggles with poverty, famine, disease,
corruption, drought, Aids and war. .
Many of these problems still exist, and
we would be wrong to ignore them. But
too often Africa has been framed as the
‘hopeless continent’, as the Economist so .
nously labelled it in 2000. That has
had a telling impact on how we - and
our children - perceive Africa: it became :
a place that needs our help; somewhere
that is dependent, not independent. ! 6 o Af ' i ‘
But Africa’s story is changing. And : 2 p age n e\/\/ r | Ca S D @ C| a
we need to listen to these new voices '
marked by self-assertion, determination,
innovation, confidence - and success.

As Afua Hirsch points out in this special  PEOPLE Interviews with the innovators of new Africa, from

issue of New Review, ‘It is not the role : Kenya's corruption buster to a feminist film-maker ;
REchonedidtosall atebranded el . ma e TR L S g e e L S e

of Africa, any more than it was right to . ESSAY AfuaHirsch, who has gone back to the country her

paint it as the heart of darkness in the - mother left, reflectson the return of the African dlaspora
Bast? Weve told many OFthe Old StOTies, | | s
Here are some new ones.

Q&A KwekuMandela Amuah, co-founder of AfricaRising, on
. the challenge of living in the shadow of his grandfather

John Mulholland . SCIENCE Bigideas from the iCow app to a hippo water roller
} Editor of the Observer 1

PLUS Reviews of the week's cultural highlights from our unmatched team of critics

CRITICS 27-34 | BOOKS 35-39 : TVLISTINGS 42-48 ' MULTIMEDIA
: = o i ONLINE THIS WEEK

i Nigerian photographer Adolphus
: Opara shares some of hisimages
observer.co.uk/new-review
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t ALL ABOARD THE
AFRICA EXPRESS

v Amost extraordinary collection of African and western musicians will board a train

next Sunday for aremarkable journey through Britain. The unique tour willinclude
. pop-up gigs and concerts at a string of venues. Overleaf, Damon Albarn, his fellow
. passengers (and Rio Ferdinand) explain what makes this tour so special

INTRODUCTION BY CASPAR LLEWELLYN SMITH
i PORTRAITS BY LINDA BROWNLEE




[image: image158.jpg]t’s late afternoon in west London
" and the Senegalese star Baaba
v Maal and Damon Albarn, from*
nearby in the neighbourhood,
are lounging on a scrap of grass
in the sun. Messing about on a bike
Beside them is east London rapper
Kano, while tottering by on a pair of
Beels is Shingai Shoniwa from the band
#he Noisettes. She’s another Londoner,
although her mum comes from
- Zimbabwe.

There’s one important question on
Albarn’s mind and it’s nothing to do
with what is, just now, his day job -
although rehearsals for Blur’s closing
show for the Olympics are in full
Swing. “What I really need to know;”
Be says in earnest, “is whether there’s a
proper bar on this train..”

The train to which he refers is the
Africa Express, the name now given to
aClass 47 diesel-electric locomotive
. secured from waste haulage specialists

Direct Rail Services for what everyone
now agrees is, in Albarn’s words, “a
ridiculous idea... it’s completely mad”.
Next Sunday the train will pull out
of Euston station with approximately
80 musicians on board, roughly half of
whom comprise a who's who of African

Ny

talent. As well as Baaba Maal, fresh
from hosting his own Africa Utopia
festival at the Southbank in London,
there will be the blind husband-and-
wife duo Amadou and Mariam from
Mali; their compatriot, the kora player
‘Toumani Diabaté; South African
producer Spoek Mathambo; Ghanian
| rapper M.anifest; Egyptian rapper
| Karim Rush; Congo-born singer Baloji
| and dozens more. Wandering out of the
photographer’s studio now is another,
Jupiter Bokondji, tired from playing a
stunning show with his band Okwess
International at the Womad festival .
in Wiltshire the previous afternoon.
But peering into the sunlight, this
rangy figure perks up. “Ah, Damon!”
he begins, and they hug, before swiftly
running out of words, his English being
little better than the Englishman’s
French.

The pair first met on a trip Albarn
made to the Democratic Republic of
| Congo in 2007 with the collective of
musicians known as Africa Express.
Conceived as a way of bringing
| western and African acts together,
and run by an informal coterie of
producers, promoters, managers and
Journalists, as well as Albarn himself,

|
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The Africa Express train leaves Euston |
station, London on Sunday 2 Sept,
travelling through England, Scotland and
Wales for a week. There are scheduled
concerts in Middlesbrough (3rd), Glasgow
(4th), Manchester (5th), Cardiff (6th),
Bristol (7th) and London (8th), as well as
pop-up performances at railway stations,
schools, factories, offices, shopping
centres and homes. For more details and
tobuy tickets, go to

Africa Express played a surprise setat |
Glastonbury that year which proved |
the hit of the festival. Since then, there
has been a further series of occasional
shows, usually involving a cast of
several dozen acts and lasting several
hours: in London as part of the BBC’s
Electric Proms; in the middle of Paris;
onabeach in northern Spain in front of
acrowd of 40,000.

The western acts have included
everyone from Franz Ferdinand to
John Paul Jones, Led Zeppelin to
Johnny Marr, Bjork and members of
the Yeah Yeah Yeahs. Those joining

Broesiniz

the enterprise next week will include
Charli XCX, Rizzle Kicks and Jack
Steadman from Bombay Bicycle Club,
as well as Shingai Shoniwa and Kano.

“The purpose as I see it,” says the
rapper, between shots in the photo |
studio, “is to show Africaatitsbest,at |
its most creative.”

According to the journalist Ian
Birrell, one of Africa Express’s
co-founders: “There are so many |
stereotypes in the west about Africa,
but we hope that by opening people’s
ears to the music they will then open
their eyes a little to reality. After all,
seven of the world’s fastest-growing
economies are African, and there is so
much we can learn from there”

Then there’s a stray figure who
won’t be on the train, isn’t a musician,
but who wants to show his support |
regardless. Suddenly, through the
garden gate looms Rio Ferdinand,
the Manchester United footballer.
Introduced to Albarn through a mutual |
friend, the pair haven’t simply become
improbable table tennis partners.
Rather, Ferdinand wants to see if his
support can further spread the word
about this venture.

“I'wish I could be on the train,” he

¢
7

says, “but it’s too near the start of the
football season. I'd only get in trouble.”

The train will tour the UK for a
week, with one big show each night
before the circus rolls back into
London for a final gig in the new
Granary Square in King’s Cross.
Rehearsals will take place on board,
in a baggage car salvaged from the
old Orient Express. As far as the
fabulous Malian singer Fatoumata
Diawara, who's also here and will be on
board, is concerned: “It will all be
beautiful”

Enroute, the plan is also for a series
of impromptu gigs in city squares and
workplaces, for pop-up workshops and
more. “Logistically;” says Lauren Roth
de Wolf, one of the organisers, “yes, it’s
going to be a nightmare.”

Albarn interrupts: “Or if not a bar...

1 hope there’ll at least be an old-
fashioned tea trolley”

The Guardian is Africa Express’s media

| partner. For more interviews with the

artists involved and full coverage of
life on board from 2 September, go to
guardian.co.uk/music

Continued overleaf
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‘When did you first get involved with
Africa Express?

The first one | did was in Liverpool, years
ago. I'd worked with Damon before on one
of my records; we had a good relationship.
He said: "Look, It's a gig — Just something
wedo." He told me they'dbeento afew
different countries and doneit, hundreds
of musicians coming together from West
Africa, the UK, all over the world, basically
bridging the gap between African music and
European. He said: “Don't expect to have a
time slot. Don't expect to perform one of
your own songs necessarily; just jump on.
Have alaugh. Expect the unexpected.” |
couldn'timagine what kind of show it was
going to belike, but I enjoyed it somuch.

What happened next?

We took over a stage at Glastonbury — |
remember doing a broken-down version
of my song Feel Free, with Damon on the
piano and a guy called Scratch beat-
boxing — and then we went to Nigeria.
Ten days in Lagos — that was one of the
most exciting things I've done. To jam with
African musicians, but in their territory...
We performed in Fela Kuti's Shrine with
his son, Femi. One of the maddest gigs
I've ever played — Flea from Red Hot Chill
Peppers playing bass, me rapping over t.
Random. Surreal. Wicked, though.

Which African artists are you particularly
looking forward to this time around?
Spoek [Mathambo, a South African
rapper], definitely. | worked with him at the

last show in Brighton. | have fun performing |

with him, | hope people get to know him.

Have the Africa Express experlences
you've had to date altered your way of
writing or performing?

As anMC, | come from a background
where the onstage experience s
freestyle-based: younever know who's
going to join you on stage, or what you're
gonna do, or how long you can stay on.
You kind of lose that, once you get onto
recording albums and going on tour. Doing
Africa Express has brought me back to
that excitement — for the unexpected.

Are there downsides to the project?
No one would want to do Africa Express

every day, put it that way. [Laughs.] It s
stressful at times. Anyone who's been

involved with it, they always come away
saying it's the weirdest... best... worst

gig they've ever done.

One of the project’s aims is to show
Africans as “equals with something to
offer”, to share ideas and open eyes
“towards the new and changing Africa”.

How might it achieve that?
You know, it's not like an African musician
Is coming over here and trying to break the
European market. The African musicians

| aredoing their thing, playing their music

| ontheir owninstruments in their own
clothes.

It's not one of these gigs that's an event
about Africa — with no African musicians,
you know what | mean? It's not an event
about Africa where you think: “Why is
bloody Paul McCartney headiining? How
did that happen?"

Tom Lamont

‘It'snot an event
about Africa where
you think: Why is
Paul McCartney
headlining? How
did that happen?’

| FATOUMATA DIAWARA

| Sincetherelease of her acclaimed debut,

unstoppable. Aside from thrilling shows,

Diawara has guested on Bobby Womack's
comeback album and resumed the acting
career that made her name a decade ago.

‘This is your second time performing with
Africa Express. Do you know what you'll
be doing?

Ireally enjoyed it last year. It's amazing to
meet new people and encounter different
styles of music. Il be singing a couple of
my S0ngs, and I've written alot of new.
material, but the rest will be Improvisation.

Is African music finally crossing over?
Ithink S0. We're trying to make it more
accessible but it's hard because our
languages and culture are so strong. We
don't have to abandon our roots, but we.
| canpresent our culture inanew way.

| You write about women's issues such

as female genital mutilation. Are African
attitudes changing?

Very slowly, yes. When | was 20 | decided
to.change everything about my life, but
know many African women are scared to
do the same. When enough women can be
themselves, things will change.

Will you continue to act?

Last winter | took thelead role ina film,
Moribayassa, which s a dance women do
when they've overcome an obstacle n ife.
I want to be an example to my generation,
tosay It's OK to be an actress, It doesn't
make you a prostitute, It's ajob, and a very
good one. Nell Spencer

RIO FERDINAND

The Manchester United player grew up in
Peckham, south London. He has worked
on football projects in Africaand has a
keen Interest in African music.

How did you get involved in Africa
Express?

I'dheard about it through a friend and said
I'dlove to be involved.I'm amusic fan so it
was great tomeet Damon Albarn and to
hear about his trips to Africa and what he's
learned there.

Are you a fan of African music?

I'macross a lot of the Afrobeat music that's
really popular in the UK at the moment — a
lot of the young kids are listening to it.

But some of itis very commercial so I've
enjoyed digging abit deeper and seeing
who's influenced the new guys like D'Banj
Ilove the rawness. I'll take any chance to be
enlightened and educated about different
kinds of music. With the influx of African
players into English football, it's all the more
important.

Have you had much exposure to African
culture?

I've got a soccer school in Kampalain
Uganda, andI've been to Malawiand

to Lagos in Nigeria. As a footballer it's

not easy to get out and explore much

of the culture, but you do get a sense

of how much football means to them
there: it's absolutely crazy. In Lagos | was.
struck by the extremes of wealth. It's
embarrassing to say you come from a
ghetto in England once you've seen some
of the poverty there — but then we visited
someone who had plasma TVs hanging
off every wallin the house. There's a lot of
money there, | just don't know if it's shared
the way it should be — but then that's
everywhere, isn't it?

@ x

What do you hope your involvement will
bring to Africa Express?

| went to Lagos to promote a local soccer
ccampaign: it was a chance for kids to get
scouted by bigger teams. | suppose that
what's I'm doing with Africa Express: it's
about getting exposure for artists, andif |
can help that inany way, Il be there. Il be
talking about it on Twitter, and when the
train arrives in Manchester I'm hoping to
get some footballers involved, We might
even stage an event there.

Will your colleagues be receptive?
Who doesn't like music? All the lads like
music. But they won't allknow these

| artists soit's my job tointroduce them

toit.|camein fresh, too. | love the idea of
mixing different genres of music, and if
anything | can do gets more eyes on it and
ears listening to it then that's my job done.

Caspar Llewellyn Smith

SHINGAI SHONIWA

With guitarist Dan Smith, Shoniwa
formed rock band the Noisettes in 2003.
Shoniwa is from south London; her
mother Is from Zimbabwe.

When did you first get involved with
Africa Express?

First by being a fan and going to shows.
The Noisettes did our first collaboration
withthem last year —agiginLa Coruia
in Spain. On the first night there was a
big jam session, loads of instruments on
stage. | remember jamming with John
Paul Jones and Fatoumata [Diawara). On
the second day those who had bonded
worked up material for a show onthe
third night. Nick Zinner was with Rokia
Traoré; Damon was at one point with
Amadou and Mariam. We had Afrikan
Boy get up with us. It was an amazing
musical rainbow.

Has It opened you up to lots of new music?
To be honest, I've always grown up in

an environment when I've had alot of
musicians coming in and out of my living
room. My mum and my uncle used to

put on events at the Africa Centre. So.,
before the whole renaissance vibe of
what people called “world music” in the
early 2000s my mum had being doing
that since the late 80s. So it was normal
for me to come in from school and
someone would chuck a shaker in my
hand. Someone would ask me: "What's
your favourite song?" and I'd say Whitney
Houston and they'd say: "Well this is how
youplay it, zimba style!"

You're well equipped for the collaborative,
‘genre-fusing of Africa Express then...

The Noisettes have always been a bit of a
rainbow tribe. For us, [the collaboration]
feels easy, exciting — natural, not forced.

The train aspect is fascinating. How do you
imagine it will work?

You'll often find that musicians travelling
together will end up jamming and singing.
If | get the last train from Victoria to

| Brixton, or from London Bridge to
Deptford, and there's a few musicians

on, that's what they'll end up doing
anyway. Or say we bumped into Damon
onthe Eurostar and there was another

The Observer | 260812 | THE NEW REVIEW
- 4 =

musician in that carriage, 'm sure within
acouple of seconds we'd start jamming.
Put thatin a context where the whole
trainis full of musicians; where we're

| not gonna be told, “Keep the noise

| down"; whereiit's properly organised,
and we've got gigs at every stop.. It's
what we already do, but multiplying it,
doing it on a national scale.
Tom Lamont

2]

Fatou last year, the Mallan singer has proved
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GOLDEN TOUCH

Shedding the indie tag, London duo’s pop
reinvention serves them well.

NOISETTES
Contact
MONO-RA-RAMA OUTNOW

Although they

come froman
indie background,
Noisettes’ previous
PSS effort Wild Young
Hearts was constructed by pop
enthusiasts. Standout track Don’t
Upset The Rhythm (Go Baby Go)
reached Number 2in 2009 and
their third LP sees the BRIT
School graduates shed theirindie
cloakin favour of apop sheen.
Contactisatail thumping
collection of pop songs, powered
bythe bracing positivity of
Tiggerish singer Shingai
Shoniwa. Even on lovelorn will-
to-power ballad Never Enough,
she sounds radiant. If the 80s.
pastiche-pop of I Want You Back
castsloveasamilitary campaign,
Shoniwa makes clear thatit’s
asymmetrical warfare.
“Resistanceis futile,” she

squawks. This ravening ambition
‘spawns a promiscuous, genre-
flitting brood of songs that seize the
night. Theytake in dinner party
dubstep on Love Powerand
Travelling Light and try on Amyand
Adele’s retro-chic on That Girl.
Final Call isa great getaway songin
theimperial lineage of Pet Shop
Boys’Two Divided By Zero, while
Shoniwa’s cherubic, coltish vocals
soarin everysetting, from
orchestral toacoustic.

The only time the pair’s riotous
imagination fails them s on the
shockingly mundane songtitles:
Free? Star? Let The Music Play?
Winner? Still, Noisettes could yet be
the 21st-century Eurythmics. It’sa
sign of their shift; their indie blues
rattleall butleft behind, they now
existwithin pop’s sparkling sphere.
AnIMAX bandinaniPadage, it’s
there that they'll prosper. %% * %
DAMIEN MORRIS
DOWNLOAD: I Want You Back |
Never Enough | Final Call
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Best known for their peppy
2009 single Don’t Upset the
Rhythm (Go Baby Go), the
indie popsters (whose founder
‘members, guitarist Dan Smith
and singer Shingai Shoniwa,
met at the relentless Brit
school) gallop through the
genres on a third album
which plays like a one-disc

| music festival. There's Sixties

girl-group drama (That Girl),
Country blues (Ragtop Car),

| catchily pouty radio pop
| (Final Call) and a shoulder-

padded power ballad
(Contact). Sounding like
alighter-hearted Amy
Winehouse, Shoniwa shines
throughout. HB

Download this That Girl

One-disc music festival: Shingai
| shoniwa from Noisettes
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A swifter return
following 2009’s Wild
Young Hearts would
surely have capitalised
on that album’s
success, but Noisettes
have never made things easy for
themselves, hopping promiscuously
between genres, and sowing confusion
among a public with the attention span
of a gnat. To compound their problems,
the band have now been dropped by
Mercury. It’s the label’s loss, for Contact
is a masterclass in pop: the Ne-Yo-
produced Free is pure Off the Wall class,
Ragtop Car a lilting country gem, and
That Girl classic 1960s girl-group froth.
Elevated to greatness by Shingai
Shoniwa’s vocals, Contact may be
stylistically all over the place, but its
diversity is precision-tooled. DC

TS

22
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Dan Smith and Shingai Shoniwa
know good pop when they hear it
and, when they hear it, they're pretty
good mimics. Contact is shamelessly
allusive, never remotely challenging
and characterised by a get-to-the-
chorus immediacy. “l Want You Back”
is a Goldfrapp schaffel, “Winner” is
Gaga-lite, “Free” has a heavy pinch of
Madonna’s “Hung Up", and “That Girl"
and “Star” are Amy-esque retro-pop.
You know what? With a favourable
wind, it could easily be massive. SP
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Noisettes‘tast album,
2009's Wild Young
Hearts, markeda
sudden shift from
b the scrappy indie
of their debut toapolished pop
sound and ylelded No 2 hit Don't
Upset the Rhythm (Go Baby Go).
Unsurprisingly, there's no volte-face
here; chart-friendly electropop and
retro soul predominate, and though
there's variety in the mandolin
strum of Rag Top Car and the title
track’s orchestral balladry, these
are smooth gear changes rather
than detours. Still, Shingai Shoniwa's
vocals supply enough personality
to elevate them above standard
winebar fare, and the perky doo-wop
of That Girl, in particular, isimpossible
todislodge. Ally Carnwath
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FACT MULTITASKING SHINGAI SHONIWA IS
THE VOICE OF TEAL ON THE CBEEBIES
SHOW THE ADVENTURES OF ABNEY AND TEAL

BAND-TASTIC
The festival-conquering trio Two Door
Cinema Club have teamed up with Snow
Patrol producer Jacknife Lee for the
follow-up to 2010's Tourist History. While
Lee's helped them broaden out their sound,
there's enough wide-screen, jangle-pop
goodness here to keep fans happy. ‘Beacon’
is out on Monday, twodoorcinemaclub.com

GIRL POWER

In Vagina: A New Biography
(Virago, out 6 Sep) NaomiWolf
explores the cultural history

and scientific discoveries that
suggest the vagina has an
essential connection to the
female conscious. Catch her
discussing the book at the Royal
Institution on 6 September.
intelligencesquared.com

MAKE SOME NOISETTES
On their third album, Shingai
and Dan of the Noisettes
collaborate with everyone from
Ne-Yo to will.i.am's right-hand
man, Jean Baptiste. The result
is their most chart-friendly
album to date. Highlights
include the static electro of
Let The Music Play and the
rootsy Ragtop Car. ‘Contact’

is out now, noisettes.co.uk

LOOK WHO'S BACK
The Doctor isin the
house. After eight long
months, Doctor Who
returns to our screens
for more time-travel
adventure. The Time
Lord's glamorous {
assistant, Amy Pond
(Karen Gillan), is setto
leave the show halfway
through the series, so
get your fix while you
can. 1 Sep, BBC One

y £

115
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Dynamic
duo skip
the light
fantastic

Noisettes have
put all their

Needa laugh? Visit us online
foranew joke every day

of the Edinburgh Fringe
thetimes.co.uk/jokeoftheday

Don't Upset the
Rhythm,
Noisettes could

asily have gone
the way of the

Ting Tings,

another twosome

mixing leftfield pop, dance
and indie, whose second album

influences in one ) i
thrilling basket : o B f P/ bombed thisyear. Tha they

3 x I’ A haven'tis down to a willingness to
says Ed Potton H . stretch themsefves without

Shvta: ¢ sacrificing the vim and chart-bound

 hooks of their earlier work.
R RS

Notall of the experiments are

Pop successful: Winner and Never Enough,
Nolsettes i mln sritenwithJoan Bapis areas
melodically bland and lyrically
Contact : tiresomeas you would expect from one
(Mono-ra-rama) : of willi.am's regular collaborators, the
redirs : former coptaining the unforgivable
Sy : couplet: “I've got the world at my feet/ I
Matthew Dear : can danceto the beat.” But the rest of
; the songs crackle with the same
Beams audacious energy as Noisettes’ famous
(Ghostly International) ive shows, where Shoniwa can be
Py : found singing while up ladders or
charging towards the audience,
Dan Deacon " hergular ke ance The
= iversity of styles is impre: ut
America never overambitious, running from
(Domino) Pointer Sisters-style electro-funk (I
FRRR Want You Back) to Sixties Spector-pop

(That Girl to stripped-down acoustic
soul (Nothing s Lost).

“The album was recorded, mainly in
America, while Shoniwa's mother was
suffering from — and ultimately

 surviving — breast cancer. This
perhaps explains the mood of escape in

 songssuchas Free, written with the
America R&Bstar Ne-Yo, and the

; slower Travelling Light, in which

 Shoniwa’s melancholic twang
reminiscent of Randy Crawfords.
Crawford sang “One day [ll fly away,”
but Shoniwa’s travel plans are more
urgentand theresan irresistible

: forward momentum to songs such as

oisettes can “co-write
with anyone from
Chasand Daveto
Beyoncénow,” claims
theLondonduo’s
singer and bassist
Shingai Shoniwa. She
‘might be indulging in

aspot of hyperbole but sheand her

musical partner, guitarist Dan Smith,

pictured right with Shoniwa, have

certainly spread their wings on their

third album.

Having briefly achieved ubiquity in
2009 with their breakthrough single

: though, and atouch more....

: with the ecstat
: constantly shif
 andinformed by everything from

; thebreezy, brassy Final Call (“I'll meet

you at the station with my suitcase n
my hand”) and Ragtop Car, a
‘minimalist, ukulele-backed road trip.
‘We await the Chas & Dave hook-up

: withinterest.

While Noisettes will doubtless soon
be trilling from a radio near you, you'll
have to hunt harder for the new ones by

: two of America’s most restlessly

creative electronic artists. Matthew

i Dearfirst emerged in the late Nineties

onthefringes of the techno scenein

: Detroit, but he has always aspired to

g more than machine music and
hissixth solo album, Beams, is as
influenced by Brian Eno and the two

 Davids, Bowieand Byrne,asitis by the
Motor City.

Dear has been described as the heir
apparent to James Murphy of LCD
Soundsystem, and there's certainly
something of Murphy in the way he
applies his lugubrious baritone to the
cosmic disco of Her Fantasy, the
lolloping grooves of Get the Rhyme
Right and the neurotic beats of
Headcage. Dear is more earnest,
sinister.
“Would you trust someone as
suspicious as me?” he asks on Shake Me.

i No,frankly, but his subterranean world
: isan enticing destination for a day trip.

‘There s something much more
human about Dan Deacon's brand of

: electronica, which is ironic given that

his vocals play asmaller role. It' to do
s of his sound,
ingin tempo and tone

experimental classical to the acid-fried

: garagerock of the Flaming Lips.

Although the Baltimore-based

: Deacon’s music is mainly technological

in origin, it’s at the crackpot, Heath

: Robinson end of the spectrum, and his

live shows, at which he encourages the
audience o hold hands and engagein
mass choreographed movements, feel
like being inducted into a benign cult.
His new album, America, has been
billed as a protest record. If that's the

£ case,it’s one of the most jubilant profest

records in living memory: a mass of
swelling chords, white noise, choral
interludes, fuzzy bass and serene piano
ind strings, with the occasional
ddition of Deacon's warped,

¢ blissed-out vocals. Yes, there’s a touch

of punky angstin Lots and American IV:
Manifest has a sense of lurching unease
toit, but overall this is peaceful protest

: asyou've never heard it before.
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Swans’ reputation arrives before them:
the “loudest” or “heaviest” band in the
world, with dark rumours of punishing
gigs making audiences vomit. Their
second album since reforming in 2010
after a 14-year hiatus won’t quite so
terrify the faint-hearted, but is certainly
achallenge. Two hours long and
containing songs lasting 30 minutes, it
is loftily described by frontmanMichael
Gira as “the culmination of every other
Swans album”. Opener Lunacy
(“Lunacy! Lunacy!”) sounds like a
witchcraft chant; Mother of the World
repeats two notes over what sounds like
aTV test tone. The marathon title track
crashes like waves of heavy metal on to
an industrial shore. Perseverance brings
rewards: the haunting funk grind of The
Seer Returns or the unusually pretty
Karen O-sung Song for a Warrior, an
ethereal country ballad. Gira’s stated
‘musical goals are “beauty and ecstasy”,
and both abound in the tinkling bells of
the hypnotic Avatar, epic constructions
of guitar and percussion, Gira’s Lou
Reedy singing in A Piece of the Sky or
Can-like mantra The Apostate. The Seer
‘won’t be for everybody, but deserves to
win new converts. Dave Simpson

Katatonia
Dead End Kings
PEACEVILLE
Fodokok

Parting and the restless physicality of
the closing Dead Letters noisily
demonstrate. Dom Lawson

MONO-RA-RAMA
ek K

Noisettes are anathema to those who
feel indie-ish pop should have a deeper

" purpose - their third album is a frothfest

of colour and light, with a joyous
disregard for genre boundaries, but
almost zilch in the way of introspection.
Its “redeeming” quality, if one were
needed, is that it’s been made by a band
'with an almost nerdy love of music and
its power to lift the spirit. Indeed,
Shingai Shoniwa (right), whose o
springy vocals are the keystone
of the duo’s sound, credits
Contact’s optimism with
‘helping her mother battle cancer. The
eclecticism of a record that flits from
trad country (Ragtop Car) to bossa nova
(Star) and indie-disco that strives for
the giddiness of their 2009 hit Don’t
Upset the Rhythm (I Want You Back)
would feel a bit scattergun if Shoniwa
and guitarist Dan Smith weren’t so
obviously fans of each style they tackle.
This isn’t one of those albums that

e

| diddles around with multiple genres

solely in the hope of expanding a band’s
fanbase, And it’s rather fabulous that
Final Call features the absurdly posh
Deborah Evans-Strickland of 1970s

‘one-hit wonders the Flying Lizards.

Caroline Sullivan
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King Crule

Rock Bottom

The precocious new
talent crams a mind-
boggling number of
genres into one sweet

i song, witha little

help from Streets
track Empty Cans.

¢ Chilly Gonzales

Kenaston

: His rapping might

not quite cut it but
with just a piano to
keep him busy Chilly
Gonzales shows why
Feist and Drake value
him so highly.

Taken By Trees:
Dreams Dub
Former Concretes
singer Victoria

¢ Bergsman gives

her new Hawaii-

¢ inspired single

Dreams an even

dreamier dub mix.

Leona Lewis feat

‘The Noisettes P

F FOR™
FUR

Oja Kodar.in Orson
Welles's penultimate
film F for Fake, which
tells the remarkable
story of a notorious
art forger
Review page 19

The Avalanches

Childish Gambino | A Cowboy Overflow

i Trouble

of the Heart

The first single from A spoken-word demo
Leona's third album featuring poetry by *
features soaring  former Silver Jews
strings, trip-hop beats : frontman David
andatroubled lyricin : Berman. Nice! But this ¢

the chorus.

took them a decade?

24.08.12 The Guardian 17,
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LBUM REVIEWS

RITA ORA: Ora

(Columbia)

Her X Factor appearances, her
friendship with Beyoncé, her
great looks and her extreme
tabloid friendliness have seen
Rita Ora all but eclipse the likes
of Tulisa and even Cheryl Cole.

' Luckily she has something to
back up the charisma, all on full
display for this debut which
boasts three No1 singles.

Pitched somewhere deep in
Rihanna territory the sound is *
chunky R’n’B on a very dancy
tip with contributions from the
likes of Tinie Tempah, J Cole
and william.

Beauty, chutzpah, a voice and
great tracks. Frankly there’s no
way that this can fail.

ELBOW: Dead In The Boot
(Polydor)

Anyone who started to get into
British indie rockers Elbow off the
back of their appearance at the
Olympic opening ceremony and
their theme tune with the BBC
Philharmonic Orchestra might
want to check out this collection.

All are B-sides and lesser
known tracks (the title is a joke
on their debut Asleep In The
Back, by the way).

It’s mainly on the late-night
side of things with a few very
noisy moments and is a
melancholy, particularly British

exercise in miserablism, beautiful
miserablism, mind. Vaguely avant
garde without being at all difficult,
it’s certainly worth a punt.

ALANIS MORISSETTE:

Havoc And Bright Lights
(Columbia) % % %

Anyone who loved Morissette for
the angst and the fury of her
early albums, including one
of the best-selling
debuts of all
time, Jagged
Little Pill, f
may be % ¢
disappointed #
by the relative
gentleness ¢
of this latest
offering.

The voice is
still strong and
individual and
the guitars are
still there but
the bitterness
of those early
albums has
obviously been
mellowed by
marriage and
motherhood. That
doesn’t mean this
isn’t good. The
single Guardian is

TRIO OF HITS: Rita
Ora’s debut album

Ve

classic Morissette while tracks
such as Havoc show a less frantic
side gt‘ this really rather great

NOISETTES: Contact

(Mono-Ra-Rama) % % %

Noisettes (pronounced Noise-

ettes) are all over the place but in
a good way.

How could it not be
good with the voice of
Shingai Shoniwa?

Graduates of
the famous Brit

combo down
to just two
members but
that doesn’t
seem to have
impacted on
the range of
their musical
influences from
Motown to
acoustic, bossa
nova to dance,
rock to jazz.
A bit disjointed
maybe but if you
don’t fall for
That Girl
perhaps you need
a check-up.

SIMON
GAGE
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By SIMON COSYNS

HOLD on to your hats -
Africa Express is rolling
into town.

Over six days in early
September, African and
Western musicians will - be
uniting in music.

Their  joyful  journey
includes six  scheduled
concerts as well as pop-up
performances at railway
stations, schools, factories,
offices, shopping centres and
homes.

It promises to be a riotous
collage of sounds and styles
that showcases both the
differences and similarities of
varying cultures.
Africa Express co-founder
Damon Albarn has long
been infatuated by music
from = the  rainbow
continent.
He once said: “When you
go to Africa, it's as if
music is just rising up out
of the ground.
“It’s. unstoppable, _it’s
everywhere — and- people
are very generous about
sharing it with you
African music is ‘the
future of music.”
And with Africa 3 2
Expross, Albarn loves ;. 0 o
to ee! things pii il o i
unrehearsed and unpre- ¥ : S Cr ot CARDIFF, SEPT 6%
dictable, P e LA et e R
He says: “It can’t be the | wi African greats. There's Toumani including Led Zeppelin bassist La Grange. And, of course, the
same every time, the people ica’ most Diabate, Mali’s foremost kora John Paul Jones, Newcastle's finest irrepressible Albarn will be there,
change all the time. revered stars. layer, the intuitively brilliant Maximo Park, rapper Kano, former fresh from his triumphant Hyde
“I love the idea of not A trial event in Elind couple Amadou & Mariam, Libertine Carl Barat, Jon McClure Park gig with Blur to mark the
allowing anyone to prepare for ) London followed and Afrobeat pioneer Tony Allen, of Reverend & The Makers, Jack Olympics closing ceremony.
something.” /(hen a transcendent Senegalese superstar Baaba Maal Steadman of Bombay Bicycle Club,  All these and a host- of other
This wonderful movement show on Glastonbury's Park Stage and two of the finest Malian Nick Zinner of Yeah Yeah Yeahs, musicians will wind up the tour
began in 2006 when Albarn in 2007. Now, like the music, female singers, Rokia Traore and Noisettes (singer Shingai Shoniwa With an epic finale at London’s
took artists such as Fatboy Alfrica Express is unstoppable. Fatoumata Diawara. has Zimbabwean parentage), Aussie Oranary Square at King's Cross.
Slim, Martha Wainwright and  In keeping with previous years,  Also appearing are a wide range indie band The Temper Trap as @ For tickets to all the shows, go to
Jamic T to Mali to work this year's bill includes some of notable ~Western artists well as Eliza Doolittle and Kyla africaexpress.co.uk.
5 g

20 AR
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ALONG with frontwoman ‘Shingai Shoniwa’s outlandish
sense of style, this duo are most famous for their track
Don’t Upset The Rhythm, which was the soundtrack to a
car advert a couple of years ago.

This, their third album, builds on the pair's ADHD
approach to genres - they veer manically from soul to pop
to jazz, managing to cram in some electroand country
along the way. |

The resulting ten tracks arg certainly inoffensive,
although there is a sense they are questing
for a sound that will provide them with
another big hit. ;

While the moody Eighties-inspired Winner |
cames close, it doesn't fully succeed and the | £

restlessness of this tecord is its downfall. PC {##%
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Justin Bieber | Pink | Noisettes
ft. Big Sean ' BLOW ME (ONELAST KISS) ' CONTACT (ALBUM)

(6!

Ameliakick starts L OULOVEME Pink'sbeenon i Noisettes upset the
> hercareerwitha ' ~ Biebsisatruegenre * maternity leave for rhythm by goingall
: belter. Produced | exploreronhisnew | awhile,and'damn!’ | Adeleand Palomaon

by Xenomania ! == album.andherehe ! wemissed her. uswiththis toned-
(behind Girls Aloudand The | trieshistinyhandsatdubstep | She'sbackbabyandswearing | downmixoforchestralballads
Saturdays) thistuneisa andtrance, keepingthingsfresh 1 upastormonthisdance-rock and chilled outsoul-pop. Welove
thumpingpower-popdebut.to | byaddingarapcourtesyofBig | stomperaboutbreakingupand | singer Shingai's voice, butthis

beproudof. It'sayes fromus. Sean. Nice, butfartoosoppy. 1 havingadecidedly crummy day. 1 lacks theirusual punchy spark.

3 6 www.welovepopmag.co.uk

©
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BAND OF HORSES Mirage Rock (8rown/Golumbia)
The follow-up to
2010's
Grammy-nominated
Infinite Arms,

Mirage Rock s the
first Band of Horses record to be
produced by Glyn Johns, who was.
inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of

Fame this year in recognition of his work
with iconic acts such as The Beatles,
Bob Dylan, The Rolling Stones, The Who,
and more.

Band of Horses will spend the
‘summer lead-up to Mirage Rock's
release as the support act to My Morning
Jacket on their North American tour,
roadHtesting tracks from the forthcoming
album alongside favourites from
Everything Al The Time, Cease To Begin
and Infinite Arms.

The band's will embark on
UK/Europe headiine tour in November,
culminating with a night at the
Hammersmith Apolio on the 20th.

SEPTEMBER T7

GALLOWS Gallows (venn Records/[PIAS))

From their
forthcoming self-
titled album (being
released through the
band’s own label
Venn Records in partnership with PIAS
Recordings), Gallows - now minus lead
singer Frank Carter - have released free
download single Last June.

With an independent streak, the band
said of the record: “We made this self-
titled as it musically defines the band
known as Gallows as we exist today.

“This is the first of many releases to
come from the house of Venn, our imprint,
hijacked from PIAS those long: standing
backers of independent rock ‘n’ roll.”

“This our statement of intent, our
laugh in the face of those who said

Gallows were done when in reality we're
just warming up. We couldn't feel more
vindicated and proud.”
‘They will tour the UK in October in
support of the record.
SEPTEMBER 10

NOISETTES Contact (tono-fao-Rama/Absolte)
The follow up to top
10 charting album
Wild Young Hearts,
Noisettes’ third studio
album promises to
deliver “an eclectic mix of everything that
the world loves about this duo;
intoxicating, emotionally evoking, with a
hint of uplifting, funky beats that will
have you shining like the morning sun.”
Vocalist Shingai said of the album: “It
starts with a big thirty piece orchestra
and ends with just Dan and | singing, and
just the cackling of the wood and the
flames of the fire for accompaniment.”
They have bagged the prestigious
headiine slot at BT River Of Music at
London’s Pleasure Gardens on July 22 as
part of the London 2012 Festival
celebrations in the lead up to the
Olympics and are giving away single
Winner to coincide with the occasion.
This will be followed by first official
single release That Girl on August 13.
AUGUST 27
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Utimate Brit brand Ettinger

Revlon's ColorStay Nail Pair this Rococo-style bed This graphic-print pencil For a blast of slick pop,
Enamel gives 11 days of with bright accessories dress is sure to get you | meets tattooist Saira listen to the Noisettes
chip-free glossy colour. (£1.350, frenchbedroom noticed. We suggest plum ‘ Hunjan for a unique clutch third album Contact

(£9.99, amazon.co.uk).

Fact (£7.99, boots.com). company.co.uk). heels (£120, asos.com), ‘ (£535, ettinger.co.uk).
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BT River of Music

Beats to make
the pulse race

London duo the Noisettes are putting the finishing touches
to their third album of fizzy, eclectic pop —while preparing to
perform in a uniquely ambitious spectacle ajong the banks
of the Thames. Adam Sweeting catches up with them

© ong can quite predict what

London will be like this summer

ag the 2012 Olympics hit town.

But chances are if you're one of

the unlucky multitude who were
unable to buy tickets for the Cames, you'll be
looking for something to do. That's where BT
River of Music, a curtain-raiser for the Olympic
Games to be staged over the weekend of July
9199, comes in.

This series of free concerts features a global
roster of acts, including Wynton Marsalis,
Baaba Maal, Angelique Kidjo and the Scissor
Sistare. Also in the line-up are West London’s
own Noisettes, alias Dan Smith and Shingai
Shoniwa, Their fizzy, witty mixture of all kinds
of pop given their own exotic twist has brought
them big hits like Never Forget You and Don't
Upset the Rhyythm, while Shoniwa's statuesque
command of the stage has helped to make

them festival favourites from V to Glastonbury. |

They're well aware that being part of the
Olympic celebrations in their home town is a
unique opportunity.

“Yeah, it's such an important thing for
any country to host the Olympics, and
erie into overdrive to present a
good impression to the rest of the world,”
says Dan, as we park ourselves in his friendly
neighbourhood eatery a stone’s throw from
Chelsea’s Stamford Bridge football ground.
“I's especially important for London right

A lot of people were saying
our song The Winner could
be perfect for the occasion’

now, because it might help o regenerate the
economy. At least that’s what everybody’s
hoping! But whatever happens, it's really
cheering to be part of it, and it’s a great thing
for people to be proud of.”

The Olympic bonanza also handily coincides
with the arrival of the Noisettes’ new album
(their third), to which they're currently putting
the finishing touches. Even more fortuitously,
the disc just happens to include a song called
The Winner, which they started writing long
before the Games became a national obsession
or BT River of Music had been dreamed of, but
which has the kind of anthemic feel and big
singalong chorus that could malke it the
sounditrack of this medal-winning summer.

“Alot of people around us were saying
The Winner could be a perfect song for the
occasion,” says Dan. “My dad was going ‘If
anyone’s got any sense they'll make that the
single for the Olympics!"”

He's carrying around mixes of the new
album on his MacBook, and he plonks it on
the table, plugs in some earphones, and
obligingly gives me a blast of The Winner. Yep,
sounds suspiciously like a hit.

As well as being the Noisettes’ new single,
out on July 9, The Winner will also serve as
the centrepiece of their BT River of Music
performance. This will be at a new venue in
Docklands called the Pleasure Gardens, which
is still under construction. The project aims to
reflect the global nature of the Olympics, and

| the resourcefulness of these girls in Malawi,

its string of venties stretching up the Thames
from Greenwich to Battersea will host regional |
music from Asia, Europe, the Americas and
Oceania, The Noisettes will appear on the
Alrica stage, and they're putting together a
one-off group of musicians for the occasion,
including musicians they met while playing at
Malawi’s Lake of Stars festival in 2010. They
were particularly struck by two girls from e
Jacaranda Choir, with whom they performed.

“They wanted to show us some of their own
songs, and one of them played a home-made
guitar which was assembled from parts of a
sunflower oil can and a bit of tree bark,”
explains Shingai, joining the conversation.

“I was really impressed by that. I don’t think
music should be used as a political tool, but
it's a platform for people to express themselves
and everybody should get that chance. We saw

and it would be great to see a little bit of that
in school playgrounds in this country. I think

kids could learn from it.”
S Zimbabwe-born mother after her father

died, and some African roots have
inevitably seeped into her music. As for Dan,
he was soaked in early Fleetwood Mac and
Amefican blues by his father, a blues
harmonica player. But there’s plenty more to
the Noisettes’ sonic palette, from punk and
jazz to the psychedelic rock of Jimi Hendrix
and the primitive metal of Black Sabbath.
Shingai even harbours a mysterious passion
for the English prog-rock of Camel or
Greenslade, Seventies bands most Noisettes
fans have probably never heard of.

“Yeah, I keep learning about new prog-rock
stuff all the time, like Kansas, for instance,”
she enthuses. “It’s just great to find anybody
who can bring a bit of spirit and ambition and
uniqueness to pop music. P'm really inspired
by that golden age” - I think she means the
Sixties and Seventies — “when pop music was
about individuals and you couldn’t just go and
copy someone else. For instance, Tina Turner
could never copy Kate Bush, but now you'll get
two people of the same age from the same city
sounding exactly the same. That doesn’t excite
me as much.

“I was always inspired by the stagecraft of
people like David Bowie and Prince, people
who really put on a show. When you put Dan
and I together it becomes like a musical,
because I come more from the theatrical
world and he’s more the pure music-head.”

The seeds that grew into the Noisettes were
sown when Dan and Shingai met at the Brit
School for the performing arts in south
London, the state-funded college which has
churned out a stream of hit-m:
including Adele, Amy Winehouse, Katie
Melua and new rap duo Rizzle Kicks. Its
critics argue that the school has a habit of
producing mainstream cookie-cutter artists,
lacking the anarchic edge of classic bands
like the Rolling Stones or the Clash, but it
would be a harsh judge who could fail to find
anything fresh or different to titillate the ear
in the Noisettes’ music.

But can the Brit really teach you how to
be a pop star? “I think they've figured it out

hingai was brought up in London by her

CLARA MOLDEN-

o

i
v
I i s &

now, but when we went there they didn’t have
a clue,” Dan chortles. “The teachers were
more space-cadet than most of the pupils,
and there were some real nutters there. I
used to bunk off and get the train to Croydon
and hang out. But the best thing was meeting
people your own age who were even more
intense than you were about making a career
in music.”

By now everyone has finished eating chips
and drinking fea, so we wander down the road
to Shingais place, a bijou studio flat strewn

WS | SATURDAY, APRIL 28,2012

g

with art and musicianly chutier. Dan plugs his
MacBook into the hi-fi and previews some
more of their new songs. Theres the rootsy
pop-soul stomper That Girl, the mysterious
Final Call (complete with a guest appearance

| by Deborah Evans-Strickland. the icy vocalist

from the Flying Lizards’ hit Momey), and the
simple but potent Rag Top Car, which the
recorded as a spontaneous si with a
strummed mandolin accompaniment. On this
brief listening, the album sounds as if it's
stuffed to the gills with hit singles.
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O ne of the highlights of
this summer’s London
2012Festival, BT River of
Musie will be a free
weekend of performances
along the Thames by big-
name musicians from no
fewer than 205 nations.
The two-day festival (July
21and 22) wil be held at at
six imajor riverside venues,
with different stages
dedicated to different
continents.

The Tower of London
stage will represent the
Americas, Somerset
House and Trafalgar
Square will host the
Europe stages, Battersea
Park will have the Asia
stage, Greenwich Old
Royal Naval Colege takes
Oceaniaand Jubilee
Gardens will house the
Africa stage.

‘The impressive fine-up
includes the iconoclastic
Kronos Quartet, neo-disco
divas the Scissor Sisters,
jazz supremo Andy
Sheppard, Grammy-
winning tabla player Zakir
Hussain, trumpet virtuoso
Hugh Masekela, and
hipper-than-hip Londorr
based pop duo the
Noisettes (see main
feature), but there are
many more.

“We will be working.
with the most exciting
artists from across the
world, the very best
emerging British talent
and staging some unique
collaborations during the
weekend,” claims
Clare Whitaker, director
of Serious, the music
production company
that has teamed up for
the project with the
London 2012 Festival and
BT.

BT River of Music will
markthe end of many
regional works across the
UK. This includes Coastal
Voices, which brought
together vocal groups
along the Jurassic Coast
of Devon and Dorset to

Telegraph Subscriber
Privilege Card holders

will have the opportunity -
“toget priority tickets for
BT River of Music from
May 11, 2012, For more
details, visit telegraph.
co.uk/subscriber

New steps But what's this? Dan has put a vinyl LP on

towards fame: | the turntable. There are noodling guitar solos,
the Noisettes, | earnest mock-classical keyboards, a rather
Shingai pretentious 5/4 time signature... all the way
Shoniwaand | from 1972, it's Greenslade! Could the next
Dan Smith Noisettes album be a full-scale rock opera?

“We've definitely got it in us, yeah,” Shingai
agrees. “We just need the budget and the time.
But musical ideas are so strange, aren't they? |
think they're always there, but you've just got
to be ready for them. It's like you have to be
driving around with the top down.”

<ing songs by Nick Cave. It
is also the final event for a
mass saxophone choir,
made up of players of all
ages and abilties from
across the country, who
will perform a version of
Andy Sheppard's
Saxophone Massive at
Somerset House.

The festival is expected
to draw audiences of
half a million people. Tickets
will be needed for some

A DAY AT THE HOP FAR

et m—— e
© Europe Stage  Americas Stage
Somerset House - Tower of London

o

_ Africa Stage
London Pleasure:

Emma Featherstone

‘ events, but entry is free:
|

OBTRiver of Music s part e :
of the London 2012 4 L ONDO
Festival. It is supported by . L4 g
| National Lottery Funds L ri e
through the Olympic L eshdver
Lottery Distributor and Arts ARt eet 00 1 ¥
Coundi England and is 96 : Cbamia itane
| produced by Serious. For [ B
‘ more information visit | e R
wwwbtriverofmusic.com -— = b
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AN OPEN AIR EVENT
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‘Noisy |
| ‘epic’
‘pledge

| THE Noisettes are
| back with an album

| singer Shingai

| Shoniwa says will

| bean “epic listen”,

| The London trio will
| release Contact on

| August 27 and

| Shingai feels they've
| matured since 2009's
| Wild Young Hearts.
|
i
i
|
|
i

Shingai, 30, told
me: “The sound has
evolved as we have

| more stories, we've
travelled a lot more
and we've had some
| ups and downs.
. “The writing is also
very diverse. We
could write for
anyone from Chas &
Dave to Beyoncé
now.” Mo
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Hair
Saviour

hen wesaw the pictures from the L ;aspring/
summer catwalk, we knew they'd hit hair accessory
gold. Headscarves brighten up any outfit and bring
itbangupto date. Plus, they're ultra-practical. They
defywindand rainand, for sunnier climes, they re

the perfectaccompanimenttoafabulous pair of shades.
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Need Some Practice?

Lisa Shepherd’ssalonin London |soﬁerl}\g ascarfmasterclass,
witha cribsheet totake away soyou cantrythe looks athome.
Choosefromfive styles, including the rockabilly bowand bunwrap.

1

2
| . S 3
‘ 4

Holiday ..

s
H

WORDS: SOPHIE BERESINER PHOTOS: BIGPICTURESPHOTO CON, REXFE



[image: image181.jpg]Noisettes Contact Mono-Ra-Rama

The Noisettes' third album was
written in LA, which might explain its
summeriness. Powerful vocalist
Shingai Shoniwa has spoken of
driving around California in a rented
Mustang with the top down: ‘I didn’t
dream | would make it this far,” she
sings on ‘Ragtop Car’. ‘Winner' is
equally upbeat, with searing guitars
and triumphant beats, while ‘That
Girl’ typifies the record's retro feel.
Overall,‘Contact’ is an exuberant
album, but it’s one for the holiday
poolside rather than the soundtrack
toyourcommute. Danielle Goldstein
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ADELE 21 /()

LUCY SPRAGGAN Top Room At The 200 / Lucy Spraggon

NOEL GALLAGHER'S HIGH FLYING BIRDS Noe! Gallaghers High Flying Birds/ sour Mash 6
THE DARKNESS Hot Cakes 15 (149

NOISETTES Contact/ ore. A Aama Absse)

'MADNESS Total Madness / union Square (50)

TWIN ATLANTIC Fee/ el ()

ALT- An Awesome Wave / infectous (PIAS)

ROBERT CRAY BAND Nothin But Love / Frovague (404 Arv)

THEX ./ tung s (45

EXAMPLE Playing I The Shadows 45 1)

FRANK TURNER England Keep My Bones s i 245

ADELE 19/.149

JACK WHITE Blunderbuss /x (4s)

'ALABAMA SHAKES Boys & Gl st ode (749

PUBLICENEMY How You Sell Soul To A Souless People / iom jamz
KATATONIA Dead End Kings st i v pisic )
BILLIFAY Liels People/ e s 45

MIDNIGHT BEAST The Midnight Beast / Sounds Like Good (Essential GEM)
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ok COLUMNISTS
SHINGAI SHONIWA'S KICKING BACK

261h August 2012

By JOE MOTT
MR KNOWAT-ALL

@ 0

JOE MOTT

L [ Bethe st of your
i to like this.

FUNKY rock oufit The
Noisettes return tomorrow wih
thelr brand new albam Cortact.

The band - Shingal Shoniwa and
Dan Smith - have made
themselves essential listening for
all

Teacher
casels
lessontous

all | chatted to singer Shingal about

living in the US, boring pop
charls, Gwen Stefani and stage
gymnastics.

WEallshare n
the rolief of the parents of
the missing 15-yearol.

Q Contactfeels a very positive
album - does this reflect a feeling
of fully amiving?

Poliically, | ABOVE: Tho Noisetos piay at Hydo Park Liva
Vis s0 A Thatwas the resultof having \
incorrect been on an amazing adventure to make the

€6 he band - Shingal album. | really feel comfortable with my voice as
IR e Thick of ShoniwaandDan 33  an instrument now, with my musicianship. twas
P veatod Now Smith - have made also a lotto do with me wanting to make my family
Labour ke Corre's Kirsty themselves and my mu feel great when they heard the
ireats Tyrone. essential listening performances but also my mum got better (fom
forall breastcancer) as things progressed. TR DER

<@ -
QDo you prefer your sound on records or live?

By continuing to use the Site, you agree to the use of cookies. You can find out more by following
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Fancy
meeting
- youhere...

If you were asked to
guess who Sir John
Major had breakfast
with yesterday, few
would have guessed at
Shingai Shoniwa, the
29-year-old lead
vocalist of the indie
rock band The
Noisettes. But the pair
sat side-by-side
backstage at the
Andrew Marr show -
one with his neatly
combed grey hair, the
other with her flamboy-
ant, heart-shaped
hairdo bedecked in red-
and-pink roses. The
former PM opted for a
Continental croissant
for the occasion - his
companion a more
rock’'n’roll full English.
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Ex PM sent in to slap down Tory rebels

Jason.beartie@mirror.co.uk 3 ;

WORRIED David Cameron called in
Sir John Major yesterday to read

the riot act to Tory rebels.

The ex-Prime Minister warned plotters
that backing London Mayor Boris Johnson
as leader against Mr Cameron could cost
the Conservatives the next election.

He told Boris Johnson's supporters they
should get behind Mr Cameron instead
of agitating for a change of leader.

Sir John said: “I would have thought if
the Conservative Party has learnt
anything in the last 20 years, it’s that
regicide is not a good idea.”

He also told the rebels: “Look at history:
Disunity costs votes, unity helps a
government achieve the changes in our
economy that we wish to see - that's good

h
for the nation, good for the economy, good  , yEADS UP Major, left, and Nolsmes slnger shingal Shoniwa on the Andrew Marr Show
for you and good for the next election.

Sir John, speaking on the BBC's Andrew to remain Prime Minister, and he's going suggest the PM was under threat - but
Marr show, played down Mr Johnson’s to contest the next election.” the Tories did need a “robust debate”
chances of becoming leader. Sir John's intervention came asone  about their future.

He said: “Boris is a very Cabinet minister admitted there  MPs have given Mr Cameron an ulti-
attractive, able and intelligent were “mutterings” about Mr matum to turnround the party’s fortunes
politician. But Boris isn’t in Cameron’s future among Tory by next spring or face a challenge.

Parliament; Boris hasn't said he ] ' MPs. But Transport Secretary Mr Johnson again pandered to the Tory
wishes to become Prime Minister.” 2 Patrick McLoughlin said they right yesterday by repeating his call for

He added: “David Gameron is wouldn't be diverted by rebels. ‘tough new anti-union laws. Bookies

Prime Minister, he's going 3 Former Defence Secretary Wilham Hill make him 3/1 favourite-to
Liam Fox said that it succeed Mr Cameron as PM.
SUPFDII’EIS Borls » was nonsense to Voice of the Mirror Page 8
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Sir John Major enjoys a BBC breakfast with Shingai Shoniwa from the Nolsenes

It’s just like the 1990s and
the worst is over, says Major

Sam Coates Deputy Political Editor

Britain is through the worst of the
economic storm, Sir John Major said
yesterday. The former Prime Minister
said data showed that the UK’s recov-
ery had begun, with employment rising
and a stock market rally.

He likened today's economy to the
early 1990s when the Chancellor, now
Lord Lamont of Lerwick, was widely
mocked for claiming that he could see
the “green shoots of economic spring”.

Sir John’s comments, on the 20th
anniversary of Black Wednesday, the
day that Britain dramatically left the
European exchange rate mechanism,
are part of a concerted push by Down-
ing Street to suggest reasons for eco-
nomic optimism after the Olympics.

However, Government insiders
warned that previous predictions have
proved foolhardy,

The former Prime Minister said:
“Norman Lamont was taken to pieces
Dby commentators for suggesting there
were green shoots, but in retrospect we
can gee that Norman was right. Recov-
ery begins from the darkest moment.
T'm not certain, but I think we have
passed the darkest moment.”

SirJohn told The Andrew Marr Show

on BBC One that there were “oddities”
in economic data. He added: “Why, in
the depths of this recession, is employ-
ment growing? Why is industrial pro-
duction going up? Why has the stock
market risen? There are things happen-
ing out there that will become apparent
and we don’t quite know why or how.

“My guess, — and this is something a
minister can’t say but I can — is that in
due course we will find that [we have]
passed the bottom ... and that we are
starting on what will be a slow road to
recovery.”

However, Douglas Alexander, the
Shadow Foreign Secretary, told Sky
News that voters had lost patience with
the Government’s economic policies
and blamed ministers for the double-
dip recession. He said: “We are seeing
the deficit going up, we are seeing un-
employment far too high, we are seeing
three quarters of negative growth.”

Sir John also urged Tory MPs to rally
behind David Cameron amid mutter-
ings about his leadership, and predict-
ed a two-tier Europe within a decade.
He backed Mr Cameron to lead the
Conservatives into the 2015 general
election, dismissing suggestions that
Boris Johnson, the Mayor of London,
could oust the Tory leader.
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Noisettes on,
Noisettes off

¢ Wou see her here, you see her
Ythere: the Noisettes singer
Shingai Shoniwa has had

quite the weekend. On Friday, she
hobnobbed with Salman Rushdie
(far right), at the launch of the lat-
ter’s new memoir.

Then, not two days later, she

was seen breaking her fast with
former PM John Major (right)be-

fore the pair’s appearance on the
Andrew Marr Show. Shoniwa went
for the full English, while Major -
strangely, given his struggles with
Europe - opted for a continental.
Here at G2, we ran an online cap-
tion competition to mark the

| occasion. “Lovely peas, dear,”
| suggested Russ1710, riffing on the
| Spitting Image sketch where Major

compliments his wife Norma on
her veg. But the winner, drawget-
ter, drew inspiration from Major’s
dalliance with Edwina Currie: “A
Croissant is OK ... thoughIdo
much prefer a Currie.”

Patrick Kingsley
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§ RUSHDIE

B SALMAN RUSHDIE
told his guests that
§ the closest he’s
ever been to being
killed was
ralia one
stmas when
our car was hit by
a truck full of
Sertiliser. I was
quite literally
nearly killed by a
truck of s**t’.
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Richard Branson and
Mo Farah. Above
right: Leanne Sandy,
Rickstar and
Veronica Beatrice.
Right: The Noisettes

VIRTUOSO!

Impaticnce Is A Virtue with Virgin

y lousc, London

When: Friday September 7, 2012

Who: Mo F; as among the guests and the
Noisettes took the stage at the event, which Sir
Richard Branson asked ten young people from
across the country (o or; 5

Lowdown: Sir Richard was impressed with the
youngste ying: ‘E ainment is at the heart
of virgin and we thought we could help show what
young Britons can d()!‘

Nathaniel Ellul and
Tash Aston. Below: Omar
G Choudhry and AJ Joshi
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24 singer shingai
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